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Ross Bennett came to UT with 
the intention to become the next 
Bennett at his father’s law firm, 
but redesigned his future after 
taking a course in fashion design.
Ross Bennett, a local Austin 
designer and textiles and apparel 
senior, began his design career at 
UT in 2002. He left UT in 2006 
and returned in 2008, but after 
entering his designs in the Dal-
las Career Fair he was sought by 
the Texas State Fair to design an 
organic eco-friendly line. Op-
portunities in the fashion design 
profession led him to become a 
contestant on Fashion Star, an 
NBC fashion design reality TV 
show. This put his name into the 
industry and he was asked to 
design the grid girl uniform for 
the Circuit of Americas Formula 
One Race in November.
Bennett creates custom gar-
ments using fabrics made from 
natural fibers. He said his cli-
entele consists mainly socialites 
The Lyndon B. Johnson 
Presidential Library is getting 
a new look later this month — 
and it is coming with a price.
When the LBJ Presidential 
Library unveils its new exhibit 
Dec. 22, the library will begin 
charging admission. Anne 
Wheeler, spokesperson for 
the LBJ library, said admission 
will remain free for students, 
staff and faculty with a UT ID. 
Admission prices for others 
range from $3 to $8. Previous-
ly, the LBJ Presidential Library 
was the only one of 13 presi-
dential libraries that offered 
free admission.  
Admission to the Herbert 
Hoover Presidential Mu-
seum ranges from $3 to $6 
while admission to the John 
F. Kennedy Museum ranges 
from $9 to $12. 
Starting in December 2011, 
the library began undergoing 
a $10 million project by the 
Gallagher & Associates design 
studio to offer more interac-
tive, technological exhibits.
Mark K. Updegrove, LBJ Li-
brary director, said the redesign 
of the library will provide con-
text to legislation passed during 
the Johnson administration. 
Disabled law enforcement 
officers throughout the state 
may soon have more edu-
cational options available to 
them if a bill filed for the 2013 
state legislative session passes. 
Earlier this month, Sen. Ju-
dith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, filed a 
bill that would amend the state’s 
educational code to mandate a 
currently optional tuition and 
fee exemption for disabled law 
enforcement officers to take 
courses at public institutions of 
higher education.
Eligible officers must have 
resided in the state 12 months 
prior to the beginning of the 
semester or session, be perma-
nently disabled from an injury 
suffered during work as a law 
enforcement officer in Texas or 
one of its political subdivisions 
and be unable to continue em-
ployment as a law enforcement 
officer because of the disability.
UT spokesperson Gary 
Susswein said UT currently of-
fers the exemption, but no one 
has taken advantage of it in the 
The UT System Board of 
Regents approved the cre-
ation of a new university 
in south Texas with an ac-
companying medical school 
that will be made up of UT-
Brownsville, UT-Pan Ameri-
can and the Regional Aca-
demic Health Center.
The proposed university, 
which has not been offi-
cially named, was referred 
to as the University of the 
Americas in the Rio Grande 
Valley and would consoli-
date UT-Brownsville and 
UTPA but would maintain 
both campuses functioning 
for academic and research 
purposes. The new medi-
cal school will be known 
as the South Texas School 
of Medicine. An official 
timeline for the establish-
ment of the school has not 
been announced because of 
pending legislative approval.
The proposal received 
unanimous support from 
the regents during a 
meeting Thursday.
UT System chancellor 
Francisco Cigarroa present-
ed the proposal to the board 
and said existing resources at 
UT-Brownsville and UTPA 
will make establishing the 
larger university and medi-
cal school possible.
“I think we were think-
ing too small,” Cigarroa said. 
“There are challenges in the 
UTPA region. The new struc-
ture will help reshape this.”
If created, the new uni-
versity would enroll more 
than 27,000 students and 
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New look, new tech
LBJ Library photo by Lauren Gerson
A construction worker carries supplies down the staircase in the Great Hall of the LBJ Presidential Library. The library is in the 
final phase of a major redesign and will reopen on Dec. 22, which would have been Lady Bird Johnson’s 100th birthday.
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Pres. Powers
backs Brown’s 
position as 
head coach
UT president William 
Powers Jr. expressed his sup-
port for Longhorns head 
football coach Mack Brown 
on Thursday, ensuring every-
one that his job security is not 
in question.
“Now that the Longhorns 
football team has finished its 
regular season, there has been 
an increase in media specula-
tion about Coach Mack Brown’s 
future,” Powers wrote on his 
Tower Talk blog Wednesday 
afternoon. “I’d like to state un-
equivocally that Coach Brown 
has my full support as well as 
the support of Men’s Athletics 
Director DeLoss Dodds. Put 
succinctly, Mack Brown is and 
will remain the Longhorns’ 
head football coach.”
Brown has served as Texas’ 
head football coach since the 
1998 season, going 149-43 
(.776) in 15 years. After nine 
consecutive 10-win seasons, 
which included the program’s 
fourth national championship 
MACK continues on page 9
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Ross Bennet, designer of the Grid Girls uniform for Austin’s 
Formula One, speaks to senior undergraduates fashion design.
Editor’s note:
This is the last print 
editon of The Daily 
Texan until 
Jan. 14, but go to  
dailytexanonline.com 
for breaking news and 
sports updates.
TODAY
Sing-Along
The Office of the Presi-
dent is hosting a free, 
campus wide “Songs of 
the Season” sing-along, 
presented by the choir of 
the Butler School of Music. 
Hot chocolate will also be 
served. The event will take 
place from Friday noon to 1 
p.m. in the West Mall. 
Benefit Concert
The Butler School of Music 
is hosting a free, ‘Tis the 
Season’ benefit concert 
to help raise money for 
Austin Kent, a 24-year-old 
diagnosed with testicular 
cancer. The concert starts 
Friday from 7:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at the University 
Christian Church. 
Donations are encouraged 
but not required.
Today 
in history
In 1941
On Friday, at 7:55 
a.m., a Japanese dive 
bomber descended 
into the U.S. naval 
base at Pearl Harbor. 
Many consider this 
attack as the final push 
needed for the United 
States to fully engage 
in World War II.
Our goal is for visitors to 
better understand this largely 
misunderstood president.
 — Mark K. Updegrove, LBJ Library director
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When a man gets excited...
The University Unions 
Student Events Center 
congratulates its graduating members!  
Thank you for your hard work
to make this semester 
a success!
Look for these events in Spring 2013!
Lunar New Year
February 7, 2013
Texas Union Film Festival
February 28, 2013
Forty Acres Fest
April 6, 2013
Texas Revue
April 13, 2013
The Student Events Center houses
fifteen committees and organizations.  
movie screenings and cultural events.  There 
are always opportunities for involvement, so 
visit utsec.org or call 475-6630 for more 
information.
Our student leaders coordinate an incredible 
variety of programs for the University 
community, from concerts and speakers to 
Millie Chen
Asian American Culture Committee
Jonathan Ho
Asian American Culture Committee
Jeff Lee
Asian American Culture Committee
Faye Wang
Asian American Culture Committee
employ 1,500 faculty mem-
bers and 3,700 staff with 
projections to create almost 
7,000 new jobs in the Rio 
Grande Valley. UT System 
officials said establishing 
the proposed university 
would require streamlin-
ing administration at 
UTPA and UT-Brownsville 
in order to consolidate 
duplicate positions.
Research expenditures for 
the university would total 
$11.4 million, and the uni-
versity would also have an 
endowment of $70.5 million.
The university would be-
come one of the largest in-
stitutions serving primarily 
Hispanic students in the na-
tion, Cigarroa said.
Gene Powell, chairman 
of the board, said the new 
proposal represents a trans-
formational opportunity 
for the System.
“This is an important 
step and a bold, innova-
tive plan to change the 
landscape in south Texas,” 
Powell said. “These are 
undeserved parts of the 
state despite growth. We 
are taking steps no one has 
done in a hundred years.”
Powell said the proposal 
has received support from 
legislative leaders including 
Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. 
David Dewhurst.
The new university will 
require approval from the 
Legislature during the up-
coming legislative session 
with an additional pa-
rameter to make the new 
school eligible to receive 
funding from the Perma-
nent University Fund, a 
state endowment funded 
by the investment of lease 
sale profits and revenue 
from production on state-
owned land.
The endowment funds 
several institutions in the UT 
System, but UT-Brownsville 
and UTPA are not eligible 
because of stipulations in the 
legislation passed when they 
were originally created.
Scott Kelley, executive 
vice chancellor for business 
affairs, said the creation of 
the new university would 
not affect current funding 
from the endowment for 
other universities.
The regents will appro-
priate endowment funding 
for the new university after 
existing institutions receive 
the amount the regents 
would usually allocate to 
them from the endowment.
The regents also approved 
$100 million over the next 10 
years to fund the new uni-
versity and accompanying 
medical school whose ad-
ministration would be head-
quartered in McAllen.
Kenneth Shine, executive 
vice chancellor for health 
affairs, said health institu-
tions in the area have com-
mitted to almost quadru-
pling residencies to 127. 
There are currently 33 resi-
dencies in the area.
The annual $10 million 
that will be given from the 
board will be used to hire a 
new dean and core faculty to 
set up a curriculum for the 
proposed medical school. 
“No additional dollars 
will be required by the state 
to help support this institu-
tion,” Kelley said.
Both UT-Brownsville 
president Juliet García and 
UTPA president Robert 
Nelsen expressed support 
for the new university.
Before the vote, Nelsen 
spoke passionately about in-
creasing education and med-
ical access in south Texas and 
the Rio Grande Valley.
“What is being offered 
to you today is that you 
have an opportunity to save 
our children,” Nelsen said. 
“If we don’t get it right in 
south Texas and in the Val-
ley, we’re not going to get it 
right anywhere.”
An emotional Nelsen 
said a south Texas medical 
school would also unify the 
Valley, where individuals 
sometimes wait six hours 
to see a doctor because of 
the lack of medical profes-
sionals in the area.
“Your vote will keep them 
in the Valley,” Nelsen said. 
“We need them there.”
Nelsen’s remarks 
brought many of those 
present, including board 
chairman Powell who grew 
up in south Texas, to tears.
Small amounts of mari-
juana possession could be-
come comparable to a traf-
fic violation if a bill filed in 
the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives passes.
Rep. Harold Dutton, D-
Houston, has filed a bill that 
would make possession of 
one ounce or less of marijua-
na a Class C misdemeanor, 
comparable to a traffic ticket. 
Currently, any amount less 
than two ounces is a Class B 
misdemeanor, which carries 
a penalty of up to 180 days in 
jail and a fine of up to $2,000. 
A similar bill filed by 
Dutton makes possession 
of one gram or less of cer-
tain controlled substances 
a Class A misdemeanor 
instead of a state jail felony. 
Drugs under this category 
include cocaine, ecstasy, 
LSD and heroin. Under the 
current law, any amount 
less than two grams is a 
state jail felony, punish-
able by six to 24 months 
in state jail and a fine of up 
to $10,000. Offenders with 
certain previous convic-
tions would not be subject 
to either of these bills. 
Multiple attempts to reach 
Dutton were unsuccessful.
Buckley Rue, religious 
studies junior and UT’s Stu-
dents for a Sensible Drug 
Policy president, said the bills 
are a small but significant 
step in the right direction. He 
said it is an issue of fairness 
to those arrested for minor 
drug possession violations. 
“Drug usage, particularly 
marijuana, transcends color 
and creed, leaving people of 
all varieties to contemplate 
the day they might be arrest-
ed for some petty possession, 
which affects no one but the 
person getting arrested,” Rue 
said. “How many innocent 
teens must be plagued with 
a drug record for the rest of 
their life for having perhaps 
a gram of a substance with 
a lower death rate than caf-
feine or aspirin?”
Sociology professor Wil-
liam Kelly said he agrees 
with Dutton’s bill. 
“It does not make sense 
to jail folks for possession 
of marijuana,” Kelly said. 
“Decriminalization of pos-
session of marijuana is ra-
tional and appropriate.”
Dutton filed two similar 
bills during the last legislative 
session, both of which failed 
to make it out of the criminal 
jurisprudence committee.
By David Lowenberg
#TXLEGE2013
Bills could loosen marijuana laws SOUTHcontinues from page 1
“Our goal is for visitors to bet-
ter understand this largely misun-
derstood president,” Updegrove 
said in a statement. “Exhibits will 
explore all aspects of Johnson’s 
presidency, including the Viet-
nam War. President Johnson in-
sisted that the LBJ Library present 
an unvarnished look at his Presi-
dency — the triumphs and the 
turmoil. Now we share this story 
with new generations.”
During the design of the new 
exhibit, the library consulted with 
historians in order to ensure both 
accuracy and independency. 
Some of the new features 
include access to previously-
unavailable private telephone 
calls, an interactive decision-
making Vietnam exhibit and 
more social media interactivity.
“President Johnson wanted the 
Library to use the best technology 
available, giving visitors a com-
prehensive, engaging experience,” 
Larry Temple, chairman of the LBJ 
Foundation, said in a statement.
Along with never-before-
heard audio, the library is also 
now offering new videos on the 
Johnson administration.
LBJ Library photo by Lauren Gerson
Construction continues in the Great Hall of the LBJ Presidential Library. The new library exhibits include an interactive 
Vietnam War exhibit and downloadable phone app.
LIBRARY continues from page 1
last five years. 
Wayne Vincent is the 
president of the Austin Po-
lice Association, which advo-
cates for the rights of Austin 
police officers and operates 
a political action committee. 
He said the bill provides in-
creased options for disabled 
law enforcement officers 
who often have a difficult 
time supporting themselves 
and their families after an 
injury at work. 
“We should do anything 
we can do to help our dis-
abled officers find gainful 
employment,” Vincent said. 
“I think we owe it to them.” 
Vincent said benefits for 
public employees are often 
a big topic within the state 
Legislature, and that it is hard 
to say whether or not the bill 
will pass.
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CAIRO — An angry Mo-
hammed Morsi refused 
Thursday to call off a refer-
endum on a disputed con-
stitution that has sparked 
Egypt’s worst political crisis 
in two years, drawing chants 
of “topple the regime!” from 
protesters who waved their 
shoes in contempt.
The Egyptian president’s 
uncompromising stand came 
a night after thousands of his 
supporters and opponents 
fought pitched battles outside 
his Cairo palace, leaving at 
least six dead and 700 injured.
Speaking in a nationally 
televised address, Morsi ac-
cused some in the opposi-
tion of serving remnants of 
Hosni Mubarak’s authori-
tarian regime and vowed he 
would never tolerate anyone 
working for the overthrow of 
his “legitimate” government.
That brought shouts of 
“the people want to topple 
the regime!” from the crowd 
of 30,000 Morsi opponents 
— the same chant used in 
the protests that brought 
down Mubarak.
Morsi also invited the op-
position to a “comprehen-
sive and productive” dia-
logue starting Saturday at his 
presidential palace, but gave 
no sign that he might offer 
any meaningful concessions.
The opposition has 
already refused to engage 
Morsi unless he first rescinds 
decrees giving him nearly 
unrestricted powers and 
shelves the draft constitution 
hurriedly adopted by his Is-
lamist allies in a marathon 
session last week.
Morsi said the referen-
dum on the disputed charter 
would go ahead as scheduled 
on Dec. 15. He also refused to 
rescind the Nov. 22 decrees.
Reading from prepared 
notes, Morsi frequently 
broke off to improvise. He 
wore a black tie in mourning 
for the six people killed in 
Wednesday’s clashes.
Earlier Thursday, Morsi’s 
troubles grew when another 
of his advisers quit to protest 
his handling of the crisis, 
raising the number of those 
in his 17-person inner circle 
who have abandoned him to 
seven. The only Christian in 
a group of four presidential 
assistants has also quit.
Violence persisted into the 
night, with a group of pro-
testers attacking the Cairo 
headquarters of Morsi’s Mus-
lim Brotherhood, ransacking 
the ground floor. Another 
group of protesters attacked 
the Brotherhood’s offices in 
the Cairo district of Maadi. 
Outside the president’s house 
in his hometown of Zagazig, 
50 miles north of Cairo, po-
lice fired tear gas to disperse 
hundreds of protesters, secu-
rity officials said.
During his speech, Morsi 
repeated earlier assertions 
that a conspiracy against the 
state was behind his move 
to assume near unrestricted 
powers, but he did not reveal 
any details of the plot.
“It is my duty ... to protect 
institutions of the nation,” he 
said. “I will always fulfill this 
role, no matter how much 
pressure or what the situation.”
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BRIEFLY Egypt’s president fails to defuse power crisis
By Aya Batrawy  
& Maggie Michael
Associated Press
Hassan Ammar | Associated Press
An Egyptian Army tank deploys outside the presidential palace, in Cairo, Egypt. The Egyptian army sealed off the presidential pal-
ace Thursday as protesters defied a deadline to vacate the area, pressing forward with demands that Islamist leader Mohammed 
Morsi rescind decrees giving himself near-absolute power and withdraw a disputed draft constitution.
Wash. gay couples 
get marriage licenses 
SEATTLE — Hundreds 
of same-sex couples across 
Washington state started 
picking up marriage licenses 
Thursday as a voter-approved 
law legalizing gay marriage 
took effect.
King County, the state’s 
largest, opened the doors 
to its auditor’s office in Se-
attle just after midnight to 
start distributing licenses. 
But hundreds of people had 
lined up hours earlier, snak-
ing around the building on 
a chilly December night. By 
Thursday afternoon, more 
than 430 licenses had been 
issued in Seattle, where the 
mood was festive overnight.
“We waited a long time. 
We’ve been together 35 years, 
never thinking we’d get a legal 
marriage. Now I feel so joy-
ous I can’t hardly stand it,” said 
85-year-old Pete-e Petersen, 
who with her partner, 77-year-
old Jane Abbott Lighty, were 
the first to get a license.
Baghdad, Kurds reach 
security agreement
BAGHDAD — Iraq’s 
prime minister said Thurs-
day that Baghdad and 
Kurdish officials reached a 
preliminary agreement to al-
low inhabitants of disputed 
northern areas to oversee 
their own security.
Nouri al-Maliki told re-
porters in Baghdad that the 
central government and 
leaders from the Kurdish au-
tonomous region agreed that 
local ethnic and sectarian 
groups will form units to re-
place Iraqi and Kurdish forc-
es currently in the disputed 
areas, which are claimed by 
Arabs, Turkomen and Kurds.
Tensions between Bagh-
dad and the Kurds have 
increased over the last two 
months, following a decision 
by al-Maliki to form a new 
military command to oversee 
security forces bordering the 
self-ruled Kurdish region. 
The move was deemed un-
constitutional by the Kurds.
Illegal immigration 
drops after decade
WASHINGTON — New 
census data released Thurs-
day affirm a clear and sus-
tained drop in illegal immi-
gration, ending more than a 
decade of increases.
The number of illegal im-
migrants in the U.S. dropped 
to an estimated 11.1 million 
last year from a peak of 12 mil-
lion in 2007, part of an overall 
waning of Hispanic immigra-
tion. For the first time since 
1910, Hispanic immigration 
last year was topped by immi-
grants from Asia.
Demographers say illegal 
Hispanic immigration — 80 
percent of all illegal immi-
gration comes from Mexico 
and Latin America — isn’t 
likely to approach its mid-
2000 peak again, due in part 
to a weakened U.S. economy 
and stronger enforcement 
but also a graying of the 
Mexican population.
Former prime minister 
faces murder charges
BANGKOK — Investi-
gators say they plan to file 
murder charges against Thai-
land’s former prime min-
ister and his deputy in the 
first prosecutions of officials 
for their roles in a deadly 
2010 crackdown on anti- 
government protests.
The protests and crack-
down left more than 90 
people dead and about 1,800 
injured in Thailand’s worst 
political violence in decades. 
Former Prime Minister Ab-
hisit Vejjajiva’s Democrat Par-
ty, now in the opposition after 
being ousted in elections last 
year, and “red shirt” support-
ers of the ruling Pheu Thai 
Party have blamed each other 
for the bloodshed since.
—Compiled from 
Associated Press reports
When I was 12 years old, I told my 
family that I wanted to be a journal-
ist when I grew up. A sports jour-
nalist. By 2022, I announced, they 
would all be able to watch me on 
TV, commenting on the final match 
of the soccer World Cup. My fami-
ly expressed skepticism and quietly 
hoped that I would change my mind 
and switch to a more promising ca-
reer — medicine, perhaps, or at least 
teaching.
But my career path was set. Well, 
at least the beginning (being 12 
years old and deciding to become 
a journalist) and the end (reporting 
on that match in 2022) were set. Ev-
erything in between was vague and 
blurry. There is no set path — at least 
not in Germany, where I grew up.
In contrast to the United States, 
studying journalism at university in 
Germany is very uncommon. Only 
a few universities offer degrees in 
journalism. Besides that, there are 
only a handful of renowned journal-
ism schools — you don’t have to pay 
fees, but the entry is extremely com-
petitive (about 2000 applications for 
20 spots). Most people have complet-
ed at least a bachelor’s degree before 
they enter these schools, and those 
who get in are very likely to land a 
very good job afterward. Out of the 
40 graduates of the last two classes 
at the most renowned journalism 
school, 30 got a permanent job with 
major newspapers and magazines, 
and the other 10 found work as free-
lance journalists and foreign corre-
spondents.
The vast majority of aspiring Ger-
man journalists, however, never 
makes it into these schools and in-
stead enters the field through oth-
er routes.  If there is anything that 
one could call the “usual way,” it 
would be this: Study anything you 
like, start working early on for what-
ever type of media interests you, try 
to get extra qualifications outside of 
university and try to find an area to 
specialize in. After university, you 
will probably still have to complete a 
practical training for 18-24 months 
at very low wages and hope that 
someone will offer you a job after-
ward.
These are not exactly the pros-
pects to ease your constantly worry-
ing parents’ minds. Believe me, I am 
sometimes worried myself. I have 
completed four internships, two with 
newspapers, one with a major radio 
station and one with a TV produc-
tion company. I have worked for an 
online magazine for two years, and 
I made it into a very good scholar-
ship program that not only adds to 
my monthly budget, but also pro-
vides an excellent cross-media train-
ing with hands-on workshops dur-
ing school holidays. It could be 
much worse. And still, sometimes 
I have doubts because I am aware 
that knowing the tools of journalism 
is not enough and that this truth is 
not country-specific but universal. 
Having a degree from a journalism 
school, be it from UT or any other 
school in the world, is not enough. 
It’s not about how to become a jour-
nalist, it’s about how to become a 
good one.
I think that the best thing you 
can do to improve your chances is 
to start writing, and keep writing. 
The same goes for photography, ra-
dio and television. If you can do all 
of them, even better. Do it as often 
and as intensively as you can. Meet 
people. Lots of people. They increase 
your likelihood of finding a job. They 
also enhance your chances of mak-
ing a living as a freelance journalist. 
Build a network — and by network, 
I don’t mean the old guys who are 
running media today, but the pas-
sionate aspiring journalists around 
you. Their ideas and potential will 
change journalism, and you’d better 
be one of them when it happens.
I don’t think it’s going to be easy, 
but I think it’s going to be possible, 
and most of the time I think it’s go-
ing to be worth it. There are still too 
many stories out there, and we need 
to tell them.
Hardt is an English junior from 
Freiburg, Germany.
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We Asked: Is your UT degree a bargain?
By Maria-Xenia Hardt
Daily Texan Columnist
Ethics overlooked
at McCombs
By Ryan Nill
Daily Texan Columnist
Nicole Renaux graduated from the Red McCombs School of 
Business in May 2010 and got a job at Black Star Co-op, a beer 
brewery and pub that is owned cooperatively by about 3,000 of 
its customers. At Black Star, the workers are organized democrat-
ically. For a reasonable fee, anybody can be an owner and run for 
the board of directors and participate in beer design meetings. 
The workers are split into four functional teams — beer, kitch-
en, business and pub — and they elect their team leaders and a 
board-staff liaison to keep the workers accountable to the board. 
Renaux says of her time in McCombs, “We were primed to work 
for Fortune 500s ... I had limited experience in small business ed-
ucation and nothing in democratic businesses.” She believes her 
education didn’t adequately prepare her for the job she current-
ly holds.
Renaux would have liked to have learned the types of skills 
that are necessary to meet the challenges of a democratically 
managed workplace — for instance, practical instruction in how 
to deal with accountability and discipline when there is no ex-
plicitly designated manager. She is not alone in that wish. Many 
incoming students at campuses nationwide are demanding that 
more of their course work be dedicated to topics of moral and 
ethical import.
The McCombs School isn’t oblivious to changing trends. Rob-
ert Prentice, director of the Business Honors Program and a pro-
fessor of business law and ethics says that he has seen an in-
creasing number of “kids who want to make a difference, they 
want to make money to pursue their passion.” But currently, the 
school requires that less than one percent of the total course-
work required for an undergraduate degree be dedicated to eth-
ics. Worse, the little coursework that is necessary to satisfy this 
requirement has not been effective. “There is no strong correla-
tion between character and ethical action or between philosoph-
ical background and ethical action,” said Prentice. Prentice had a 
hand in creating “Ethics Unwrapped,” a series of videos currently 
on the McCombs School’s website. The videos are based on the 
recently developed study of behavioral ethics and focus on how 
people make ethical decisions.
Because she works in a democratic workplace, Renaux says, 
“You don’t just have to impress one person to get promoted; you 
have to impress all your co-workers.” When all your co-workers 
evaluate you and a different owner is walking through the door 
every few minutes, there is no place to hide. 
 After a year on the job Renaux was elected to be the board-
staff liaison at Black Star Co-op. Despite the title, traditional roles 
do not necessarily apply: Owners are customers and contribute 
ideas for new brews; food service staff can be elected to man-
agerial positions and interact with owners. In an “Ethics Un-
wrapped” video titled “Role Morality,” the narrator explains that 
people are willing to break their personal ethics codes as long as 
it fits with the role they play at work or in society. Renaux says 
that McCombs teaches particular roles, such as finance and mar-
keting, which can stifle innovation in addition to acting in ways 
that may befit the role but harm the business.
Perhaps the most damaging role we are all expected to play 
is that of employee. Carlos Perez de Alejo is executive director 
of Cooperation Texas, based in Austin, where he instructs peo-
ple  on how to start worker cooperatives. One of the biggest 
challenges he faces is teaching students to break out of the “em-
ployee” mentality, forgetting work the instant they punch out 
and submitting to authority. Once a person becomes an em-
powered “owner,” there is a spillover into communities, culture 
and society. Given the economic and societal benefits of dem-
ocratic workplaces, McCombs should listen to students and in-
tegrate non-traditional business structures such as social enter-
prises, benefit corporations, nonprofits and cooperatives into 
its curricula. 
Nill is an ecology, evolution and behavior senior from San An-
tonio. 
Advice from a wannabe
Editor’s note: Yesterday, the Texas Coalition for Excellence in 
Higher Education published a report concluding that Texas’ flag-
ship universities, The University of Texas at Austin and Texas 
A&M University, “perform at high levels when compared to their 
national peers on many of the dimensions of importance to stu-
dents, to the public, and to the state of Texas.” We asked UT stu-
dents if they believe their UT education has been, in the report’s 
words, “a bargain.”
“Bargain? Yeah, I guess so. The job I’m getting going out of 
college is worth a lot more than I would have otherwise.”
— Andrew Pruet, petroleum engineering senior from Hous-
ton, outside the Texas Memorial Union
“A bargain? Honestly, no, because we pay such a high tu-
ition and then with the way the special education depart-
ment works, we have to travel to schools — I mean obvi-
ously it’s not the education college’s fault — but we have to 
travel to schools. We pay so much for gas. We have to buy 
all of our own school supply materials to build materials 
for our teaching. We spend a lot of extra expenses, so it’s 
very expensive.”
— Pam Diu, special education senior from Austin, on the 
South Mall
“I do believe it’s a bargain, because I was in finance and busi-
ness honors, and I feel like I’m more prepared than most busi-
ness students out there. Especially since when I [was] recruit-
ed, I got two or three jobs right off the bat, when a lot of people 
don’t have that many job offers. I was paying in-state tuition, so 
it was like $4-5,000, and I got a great education. I feel like I’m 
well-prepared for my job and everything, so yeah, I think it was 
a bargain.” 
— Nitash Hirani, Business Honors Program senior from Aus-
tin, at the Littlefield fountain
“Yeah, I believe so. Well, the education here at UT. ... I mean, 
I’m an active duty Marine, so at the same time here it’s at a lev-
el where you get the best educators, I would say, grouped to-
gether. You’re offered, you know, this caliber of education, as 
far as the curriculum goes here. It’s very competitive to get into 
school, and you’re around students that are competitive in na-
ture. So, having that, you get curriculum that’s competitive in 
nature. So I think the caliber of education here at the school 
has prestige throughout the United States.”
— AJ Quintanilla, government senior from Santa Rita, Guam, 
at the SAC
“Yes, definitely. For one thing, it’s a public, state universi-
ty, so obviously it’s going to be cheaper than a private uni-
versity. But also, the classes that I’ve taken here have defi-
nitely been of value to me. I don’t know if that’s specifical-
ly because of the major I’m in and how relevant it is to, just, 
normal life. Or because, I mean, the professors here gener-
ally seem to know what they’re doing and be interested in 
what they’re teaching.”
— Amulya Aradhyula, human development junior from Aus-
tin, at the SAC
“I definitely feel that, compared to other schools, the cost of 
tuition is definitely lower.  I definitely didn’t receive as much fi-
nancial help as I would have liked to, but I do think, for the 
quality of education I’ve received thus far, it’s definitely — I’d 
definitely consider it a bargain.”
— Alexander Villarreal, journalism sophomore from Edin-
burg, on a bench outside the Red McCombs Business School
“Like price? [chuckles]. I really do think so. I mean, one of 
the colleges I was prospecting, or considering, was Baylor. And 
that was, you know, much more expensive because it’s a pri-
vate university and all that. But I feel like, yeah, when you com-
pare prices, and ... I can’t really compare quality of education, 
you know, because I don’t go there. But I look at the price, and 
I look at how UT ranks in outside lists, and all that. I really feel 
like I’m getting a good deal — well not a deal, but — yeah, I re-
ally feel so.”
— Eddie Martinez, Radio, Television, Film sophomore from 
Del Rio, at the George Washington statue on the South Mall
“Um, let’s see. I would say no, probably. Mainly be-
cause the value of what we’re actually getting and re-
ceiving for the class time per instruction with the pro-
fessor isn’t actually reasonable, I guess. If you fac-
tor in all the other stuff that the school’s providing, it 
makes it, I guess, a little more reasonable, but all said 
and done, when it boils down to the straight education, 
probably not.”
— Daniel LaLonde, mechanical engineering junior 
from Houston, in the FAC
“Okay, well, first of all, I think that any college education 
— it’s weird calling it a bargain, because they’re always in-
credibly expensive — I mean you can get scholarships, but 
they’re not available to everyone. I didn’t get a whole lot of 
scholarships, so there was a burden on my parents to pay 
for my education. And if I asked them if they consider it a 
bargain, they would laugh. Now, of course, as a journalism 
major I’m not expected to make very much money when 
I graduate, and therefore it’s going to take a while to see a 
return on my investment. However, I still think that a col-
lege education is worthwhile for everyone, because even if 
you don’t make a lot of money when you graduate, you’re 
still getting a lot of valuable life skills and becoming a bet-
ter person.”
 — Erica Herbst, journalism junior from Green-
ville, in the FAC
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a crazy bunch
A 30 column is a chance for departing permanent staff to say farewell and reflect on their time spent in The Daily Texan’s basement office. 
The term comes from the old typesetting mark (-30-) to denote the end of a line. 
1. Aleksander Chan, managing editor | 2. Audrey White, In-Depth editor | 3. Ghayde Ghraowi, web editor | 4. Riki Tsuji, associate comics editor | 5. Ao Meng, comics 
editor | 6. Sherry Hu, associate copy desk chief | 7. Fanny Trang, senior photographer | 8. Nicole Collins, design editor | 9. Lauren Giudice, senior sports writer
Not pictured: Samantha Katsounas, associate news editor | Andrew Torrey, associate photo editor | Thomas Allison, senior videographer
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live college
live close
amenities subject to change
600 West 26th St |  512. 477.3400
Great location in West Campus — walk to class. 
New expanded 24-hr fitness center with new equipment. NEW paint throughout the community. 
Upgraded Computer lab with NEW computers. NEW pool furniture • NEW rooftop basketball court.
26-west.com
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Dec 19–21, Jan 2– 4
No School Service;  
PRC route will operate
Dec 22– Jan 1 and Jan 5,6,13,19–21
No Service
Jan 7–11 
Limited registration shuttle 
Jan 14 
Spring schedule begins
NOTICE OF REDUCED 
SHUTTLE SERVICE
WHAT  Reduced frequency of UT Shuttle Bus Service
WHEN  December 10–15 and 17–18, 2012  
(including Saturday, December 15) 
WHERE  All Routes 
DON’T blow a grade sitting at the bus stop.
Shuttles will run less frequently during final exams.  
Please schedule your travel time accordingly.
DO plan ahead.
For information on how this affects your route  
and schedule, please call the Capital Metro Go Line at 
512.474.1200 or visit us online at capmetro.org.
LATE 2012–EARLY 2013  
SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE SCHEDULE
DON’T BE LATE 
FOR FINALS!
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By Nicole Collins
As they look back over this 
past semester and ahead to 
the next one, Student Gov-
ernment president Thor Lund 
and vice-president Wills 
Brown said they are happy 
with what they see.
Brown and Lund announced 
later gym hours at Gregory 
Gym and the Recreational 
Sports Center on Wednesday 
night, the latest in a series of 
goals they met this past fall. 
Gregory Gym will now stay 
open until 1 a.m. and the Rec-
reational Sports Center will 
stay open until 11 p.m.
“When Thor and I were 
freshmen, those were the 
hours,” Brown said. “The cut-
back was hard on us and from 
other students we heard from.”
With gym hours expanded, 
Brown and Lund said they are 
now looking forward to the 
spring, when their primary 
goal will be advocating for 
UT during the legislative ses-
sion. Along with the Gradu-
ate Student Assembly, Senate 
of College Councils and other 
student organizations on cam-
pus, Student Government will 
lobby through a campaign 
called Invest In Texas. 
“Every week we have meet-
ings with the operational com-
mittee, going over platform, 
finalizing our points and pre-
paring for what we need to do 
for winter break,” Lund said.
Among other requests, the 
Invest in Texas platform asks 
the Legislature to allow UT 
to decide its own admissions 
policy, determine its own 
campus gun policy and give 
the UT System student regent 
and the student representa-
tive on the Texas Higher Edu-
cation Coordinating Board a 
vote in decisions. 
Currently, Student Gov-
ernment is attempting to 
get outdoor water fountains 
built on campus.
“You got to promote hydra-
tion,” Brown said. “I’ve walked 
on campus and wished for an 
outdoor water fountain, be-
cause sometimes you don’t 
know where the water fountains 
are inside. And that’s odd.”
After asking for student 
input, Brown and Lund re-
quested UT facilities install 
outdoor water fountains at 
Perry-Castañeda Library, near 
the intersection of Speedway 
and 24th Street and outside 
Robert Lee Moore Hall.
Although Lund and Brown 
expect Invest in Texas to keep 
them busy this spring, they 
said they were equally busy 
this past fall.
On the first day of classes and 
during their first student body 
YouTube address, Lund and 
Brown announced the Perry-
Castañeda Library would start 
functioning on a 24/5 schedule 
midway through the semester.
“We’ve had students who 
we don’t know come up to us 
and thank us for making the 
PCL 24/5,” Brown said. “That 
was a huge deal for me.”
The initiative costs around 
$40,000 per year, of which 
the Student Services Budget 
Committee, the University 
Libraries and the Provost’s Of-
fice split the costs. When Lund 
and Brown met with the Uni-
versity’s administration about 
making the Perry-Castañeda 
Library 24/5, Brown said they 
were supportive. 
“It was on us to find the 
money, but the administra-
tion was there to help us,” 
Brown said.
As an unexpected side effect, 
Travis Willmann, spokesper-
son for the Perry-Castañeda 
Library, said the library saw an 
11.8 percent increase in visitors 
from October of last year com-
pared to October of this year. 
Lund and Brown also ex-
panded Student Government 
this semester, creating the new 
Longhorn Entrepreneurship 
Agency. Lund and Brown creat-
ed the Longhorn Entrepreneur-
ship Agency to increase support 
to student entrepreneurs.
“We want our entrepreneur-
ial students to be as celebrated 
as our athletes,” Lund said.
Lund and Brown also re-
structured intramural sports, 
adding a basketball league to 
the fall and a football league 
to the spring. Brown said 
sign-ups for basketball in the 
fall filled up quickly, and he 
suspects sign-ups for football 
in the spring will fill up just 
as rapidly.
Thor Lund 
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SG anticipates spring initiatives
By Bobby Blanchard
UT aims to hire a national-
ly-recognized medical profes-
sional as the inaugural dean 
for a planned medical school 
by fall 2013.
Hiring a dean to admin-
istrate the medical school 
and help oversee its forma-
tion is one of many tasks the 
University must accomplish 
within the next year to be on 
the path to open in Septem-
ber 2015 or 2016, said Steven 
Leslie, executive vice presi-
dent and provost.
“We feel like we are in a po-
sition to hire a national leader 
of medicine to head up the 
school,” Leslie said.
The University will appoint 
a committee of faculty mem-
bers and health officials that 
will seek candidates for the 
position according to Leslie.
A committee composed of 
deans, Seton officials and UT-
Southwestern officials will be 
tasked with determining a cur-
riculum and budget proposal 
to submit to the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board 
for approval, Leslie said. An-
other committee will propose 
research initiatives for the 
school to focus on, he said.
Leslie said two medical 
school buildings will likely be 
constructed near University 
Medical Center Brackenridge, 
although an official location 
has not been finalized. He said 
one building will house class-
rooms and administration and 
the other will be dedicated to 
medical research.
The UT System Board of 
Regents pledged $30 million 
per year for eight years and 
$25 million per year in sub-
sequent years for the medi-
cal school’s construction 
and operations.
The Seton Healthcare Fami-
ly pledged $250 million toward 
the construction of the teach-
ing hospital, which will replace 
University Medical Center 
Brackenridge, Leslie said.
The teaching hospital’s 
operations will be funded 
by a voter-approved 5-cent 
property tax increase. Effec-
tive Oct. 1, property taxes 
collected by Central Health, 
Travis County’s hospital dis-
trict, will increase from 7.89 
cents to 12.9 cents per $100 
of assessed property value. 
The increase will generate 
an estimated $54 million 
increase in annual revenue 
toward Central Health.
A Medicaid waiver program 
created in 2011 would provide 
$1.46 for every $1 raised by 
Central Health, bringing total 
revenue raised as a result of the 
property tax increase to more 
than $130 million annually.
$35 million would fund op-
erations at the teaching hos-
pital and purchase medical 
services from medical school 
students and faculty for the 
general public.
To manage these funds, 
Central Health, Seton 
Healthcare Family and 
other Austin health care 
providers will establish the 
Community Care Collabor-
ative, a non-profit organi-
zation designed to provide 
greater coordination be-
tween health care providers 
that care for patients who 
are low-income and are un-
insured or underinsured.
Larry Wallace, Cen-
tral Health’s vice president 
of service delivery, said 
the collaborative aims to 
streamline health care costs 
by tracking patients’ prog-
ress and directing them to 
the proper provider to treat 
their ailment. Wallace said 
the collaborative will be es-
tablished by October 2013.
“I think we have a tre-
mendous opportunity to 
provide health care in a 
more organized and collab-
orative way,” Wallace said.
Greg Hartman, Seton presi-
dent and CEO, said the parties 
involved in the collaborative 
are still discussing how the col-
laborative will meet its goals.
“There is still a lot we 
have to do to get to this to 
work the way we want to,” 
Hartman said.
‘Stare of the Gator’ propels 
UT freshman to web fame
By Joshua Fechter
UT lays plans for future medical school
A UT student is staring his 
way into fame, as a viral video 
of him awkwardly glaring 
at people in the UT area be-
comes increasingly popular. 
“Stare of the Gator,” a You-
Tube video uploaded Tuesday 
night has gotten more than 
50,000 hits and appeared in 
a Thursday article on The 
Huffington Post, a popu-
lar online news source. The 
3-minute and 24-second 
video is set to the 2007 song 
“Stop and Stare” by OneRe-
public and shows govern-
ment freshman Jacob “Gator” 
Weaver standing completely 
still and staring at people on 
and near the UT campus as 
they try to figure out what 
he is doing. Craig Murphy, 
a Daily Texan photogra-
pher and radio-television-
film junior, filmed it from 
hidden locations.
Weaver made the video 
with Murphy for Beta Upsi-
lon Chi — Brothers Under 
Christ, a Christian fraternity 
they are pledging.
“We needed to make a vid-
eo for a talent show,” Murphy 
said. “We all knew that ‘Gator’ 
has a very interesting talent 
— being able to hold a blank 
stare for a ridiculously long 
time. Naturally, we figured 
that it might be interesting to 
see other people’s reaction to 
his unique ability.”
Weaver said the longest he 
held a stare while making the 
video was roughly five min-
utes, but he thinks he could 
stare a lot longer even though 
he has never tried to see how 
long he could do it. 
“It kind of hurts my face,” 
Weaver said. 
Weaver said he was given 
his nickname by other Beta 
Upsilon Chi pledges based off 
of a character from the 2010 
movie “The Other Guys.” 
He said he has tried to put 
people in awkward situations 
with his staring before. 
“It started back in high 
school,” Weaver said. “Me 
and my buddy used to give 
the stare to teachers to freak 
them out.”
He said the video took 
roughly an hour and a half to 
make, and he got a lot of dif-
ferent reactions from people 
he stared at. 
“A lot of them were just 
like, ‘What are you doing’ or 
‘Can I help you,’” Weaver said. 
Murphy said there were a 
couple unique reactions to 
the staring. 
“We got the best reactions 
on Guadalupe when a wom-
an tried to get him to get out 
of the street before the light 
changed to green and when a 
group rode up the escalator in 
the UTC to see ‘Gator’ wait-
ing at the top,” Murphy said. 
“They couldn’t turn around, 
so it was like they had no 
choice but to wait and hope 
he would move. Little did 
they know, the ‘Gator’ doesn’t 
just move.”
Weaver said he plans to 
keep staring, and possibly 
make another video off cam-
pus, where people won’t easily 
recognize him. He said he is 
happy with the attention the 
video has been getting. 
“It is pretty awesome,” 
Weaver said. “All my fam-
ily knows about it and every-
thing, which is kind of weird.”
By David Maly
 — Jacob “Gator” Weaver, 
 government freshman
“They couldn’t turn 
around, so it was like 
they had no choice but 
to wait and hope he 
would move. Little did 
they know, the ‘Gator’ 
doesn’t just move.”
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So after two years at the 
Texan, I’m on my way out. 
My first two semesters 
at the paper were spent on 
the Life & Arts staff, writing 
weekly comic book reviews 
and the occasional enter-
tainment feature. Under the 
wings of the gracious editors 
there, I learned how to write. 
My appreciation of formal-
ism and the art of journal-
ism blossomed under their 
tutelage. Thanks is especially 
owed to Amber Genuske — 
now over at the Huffington 
— who taught me what an 
em-dash is and was willing to 
argue with me for a straight 
hour whether our audience 
knew who Thomas Pynchon 
was. Here I learned ambition. 
I’ve held my current posi-
tion over the last couple of 
semesters. I was brought over 
to the Page by the inimitable 
Carolynn Calabrese, who 
taught me how to manage a 
staff of artists (in her words, 
“like herding [fucking] cats“) 
and the methods to effectively 
impart criticism to myself and 
others. CC, as everyone knows 
her, and Victoria Grace Eliot 
after her, were the founders of 
the proud contemporary lin-
eage and direction of the Page, 
the only full page of original, 
unsyndicated comics strips in 
American college media. From 
them, I learned the power of a 
committed vision and how to 
hew a workplace culture out 
of sheer rock. To all the art-
ists who’ve ever worked under 
me, apologies for all the last-
minute emails. You are inde-
scribably brave, bringing your 
art and drawings to an editor 
and trusting them to feed your 
growth. They say that art is the 
excrement that comes with 
conscious living — thanks for 
bringing the goods with a re-
spectable degree of regularity. 
You guys and gals on the Page 
are wonderful and you will 
continue to get better.  
Some words of advice to 
future editors, and those who 
aspire for positions working 
on the Page or the Texan at 
large: bring your vision, use 
every resource available to 
you and constantly reach out. 
My first contact with the pa-
per was a handwritten letter 
to the comics page about how 
much it blew chunks. While 
I was in the office dropping 
it off, I stole some Texas Stu-
dent Media-branded office 
letterhead and used it to bluff 
myself Press entry into the 
Alamo Drafthouse’s annual 
Fantastic Fest film festival. 
CC, the Comics Page editor 
at the time, was wise enough 
to reach out and engage with 
me. Through CC, I realized 
the power of seeing poten-
tial in people. When I was 
brought onboard to edit the 
page, I realized that people 
will only give you what you 
ask from them (by the way, 
you should ask for every-
thing). We at the Texan, and 
print media at large, are in a 
transitory period. It’s a pretty 
safe assumption that the peo-
ple here are among the most 
ambitious here at the Univer-
sity. We work in one of the 
most volatile industries that 
exist — you have to be crazy 
to work here. So collaborate 
and build bridges. Bring your 
backbone, and don’t be afraid 
to leap without a net. 
Thanks are owed to the 
staff and management of 
TSM and The Daily Texan, 
and to everyone here that has 
considered my opinion and 
entertained my ideas. Allahu 
akbar, #Moneyteam. 
-30- 
Ao Meng started at The 
Daily Texan in fall 2010 as a 
life & arts staff writer. He has 
been an associate comics edi-
tor and is now comics editor. 
I started at the Texan awk-
wardly halfway through the 
2011 fall semester, my first at 
UT. As an issue staffer work-
ing just one night a week, I 
felt like I was only able to 
marvel at the incredible 
amount of hard work that 
went into making the pa-
per and the talented people 
who were a part of the pro-
cess. While I had massive 
amounts of respect for them, 
I didn’t really see myself ever 
getting to make the remark-
able kinds of contributions 
to the paper that they did.
My design editor, Chris 
Benavides, definitely took a 
chance on me when he asked 
me to apply to be a senior 
staffer the following spring. 
Or maybe he was just des-
perate. I didn’t even know if 
I was ready to take on that 
kind of responsibility.
Either way, I am so grate-
ful. As a senior designer, I 
learned all of the nuances 
of the newspaper and devel-
oped the design techniques 
and aesthetics that I contin-
ue to use in my work today. 
And one night a week, I was 
in charge. That was definitely 
a learning experience.
I grew as a designer and 
as a person that semester. 
I owe him and Bobby for 
teaching me basically ev-
erything I know.
As design editor this se-
mester, I have continued to 
grow and learn so much, 
and I am so thankful for 
that opportunity. I feel like I 
took some chances on peo-
ple too, and it couldn’t have 
turned out any better.
To my senior staff: you 
guys work so hard, and you 
have made me so proud. 
Thank you.
To my issue staff: I’m glad 
you all came on this semes-
ter. I have enjoyed getting to 
know each of you, and I’m so 
proud of you guys, too.
To my other half, Natasha: 
thanks for being a wonderful 
friend, coworker and teach-
er. I don’t really know what 
I’d do with out you. You, 
Lauren and I are going to 
have some crazy fun times 
in our apartment next year 
though, I know that.
To Aleks, the Life & Arts 
girls, the sports guys and 
the rest of the staff: you are 
all wonderful. It has been a 
privilege working with such 
passionate, talented and 
crazy people. It’s been quite 
an experience. I’ll miss y’all.
-30- 
Nicole Collins started at 
The Daily Texan in fall 2011 
as an issue designer. She has 
been a senior designer and is 
now the design editor. 
I tried out for a general re-
porter position at The Daily 
Texan before I had my first 
class at UT, and I never left.
Instead, I made our base-
ment office my home base 
for the last three and a half 
years. As a reporter, I wrote 
about transgender students, 
DREAMers, street youth and 
the Center for Students in 
Recovery. Talented photog-
raphers and videographers 
helped bring my stories to life. 
I spent hours in the Glenn 
Maloney Room of the SSB 
and came to admit, grudg-
ingly, that UT’s three student 
governance organizations oc-
casionally do cool stuff.
In various editing roles, 
including spring 2012 man-
aging editor, I helped re-
porters and other editors 
create content to deliver to 
the masses. Sometimes we 
got it wrong, but I never 
stopped believing in the Tex-
an and its power to educate, 
entertain and improve UT.
In between the rush of 
putting out a daily newspa-
per, I wrote essays, research 
papers, poems, songs and 
love notes on my favorite 
grey couch. I drafted part of 
a eulogy hunched over the 
news desk. I’ve been drunk, 
furious, elated and anxious 
in the office. Once, heartbro-
ken, I came here to cry in the 
middle of the night.
The people I met through 
this job remain my mentors 
and dear friends. Many of 
those friends have long since 
moved along, leaving behind 
their own -30- columns and 
the sweet smell of whiskey 
breath. When I look around 
the basement, I see few staff-
ers who know what “Nova 
Haus” means. A few semes-
ters from now, I too will be 
but a whisper lingering in 
the news bullpen.
I hope I leave behind an 
institutional commitment to 
using reporting to illustrate 
the diversity on this cam-
pus and the challenges many 
students face. I hope the Texan 
In-Depth team, which I had 
the joy of creating this fall with 
two of the smartest reporters I 
have known at this paper, will 
thrive and break new ground.
Most of all, I hope that long 
after I leave the basement for 
the last time, the Texan staff 
continues to tell stories that 
will make UT better and have 
a great time while doing it.
I learned how to report, 
write, think and lead here. I 
will take my love of people, 
enthusiasm for reporting and 
quick typing fingers wherever 
I go. After graduation, I plan 
to spend a year in Nicaragua 
fundraising for a nonprofit. 
After that, I’ll make the most 
of the skills I gained at the Tex-
an and see where the journal-
ism job market takes me.
I wish I could offer a shout 
out to every friend I made 
here, but I don’t know where 
to begin, and I would surely 
leave someone out. I’ll end 
with some thank you’s instead.
Thank you to the students 
who let me tell your stories. 
Thank you to Doug, the 
Texan’s faculty adviser, for 
letting me flesh out story 
ideas in your office and al-
ways pushing me to work 
harder and dream bigger. 
Thank you to the editors and 
reporters who supported 
me, laughed with me and 
believed in my crazy ideas.
Thank you to every per-
son I have known at the 
Texan. Whether we were 
good friends or co-workers 
who waved from across the 
office, you are my family. I 
love you in the way we al-
ways love the people who 
make us who we are.
-30- 
Audrey White started at 
the Texan in fall 2009 as a 
general reporter. She has 
served as the senior cam-
pus reporter, associate news 
editor, news editor, a life and 
arts staff writer, managing 
editor and, this semester, 
editor of the new Texan In-
Depth team. She plans to see 
everyone in January at Hole 
in the Wall.
The first email I ever re-
ceived from the Daily Texan 
web account read, “If you’re 
still interested, we are cur-
rently conducting tryouts 
for new staffers for the next 
three weeks.” I responded 
almost immediately in the 
affirmative and have spent 
nearly every other night 
since in this basement, for-
getting what sleep feels like. 
Now, on the eve of my de-
parture from this paper (al-
most a year later), I sit and 
stare, lost in thought and 
only half awake. It’s in this 
state of reverie that I write 
my first and last byline. I’m 
told it’s called a 30 Column.
The most exhausting 
part of working for the web 
department is undoubt-
edly the inevitable chore of 
explaining just what that 
means to those unfamiliar 
with our wing of the pa-
per. In jest, I’d simplify the 
function as immortalizing 
students’ articles online. But 
of course, tonight, being my 
last night as web editor of 
the Texan, I’m meant to sit 
here and piece it all together 
somehow, justify my time 
and effort into something 
more meaningful than that.
However, in my modesty 
and rationale, because I 
believe my presence is 
vaguely felt (as is the web 
department as a whole) and 
any overdramatic gesture 
of valediction on my behalf 
would only feel slight and 
rehearsed, I must defer all 
the grand farewells to the 
heavyweights waving good-
bye this semester.
Forgive me for my brevity 
while I thank you for your 
attention in witnessing me 
debut as I conclude.
-30- 
Ghayde Ghraowi start-
ed at The Daily Texan in 
spring 2011 as web issue 
staff. He has been an asso-
ciate web editor and is now 
the web editor. 
-30-
By Ao Meng
-30-
Web editor refuses to glorify 
his contribution to newspaper
By Ghayde Ghraowi
-30-
Comics editor advises 
future Texan staffers
Design editor remembers past challenges
-30-
In-Depth editor leaves behind home base
By Nicole Collins
By Audrey White
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I walked into the basement 
for the first time in the spring of 
2010. Little did I know I would 
stay there for five semesters.
During my first tryout day, 
I shot film and didn’t know we 
were suppose to have the im-
ages ready for the next day’s 
paper. So of course, my photos 
didn’t come out until a week 
later (thanks CVS photo lab!). 
The second day I shot, I had 
borrowed a friend’s camera. I 
almost got “wild” in the paper 
that day, but I was too shy to 
ask the person’s name for the 
caption, so it didn’t run. Yet, 
I was still hired, along with a 
bunch of people who later be-
came some of my best friends.
It’s hard to describe what 
my best memory was at the 
Texan because there were so 
many. A few stood out though:
I remember when I got 
stranded at the Kramer station 
after hopping on the Metro 
Rail for its inauguration my 
first semester as a staffer. A 
hardcore bicyclist was kind 
enough to show me the way 
back to campus. We rode our 
bikes together for a good hour 
up hills, in parks and next 
to the highway. Through all 
of my assignments, I met so 
many generous people like 
him; people who took the time 
to share their stories with me.
Another good memory 
was when I photographed 
former president Jimmy 
Carter at the LBJ library. It 
was one of the most exciting 
assignments I have ever had, 
and the first time I was picked 
up by the Associated Press.
I also remember all the long 
nights we spent in the office, 
trying to finish editing while 
blasting the music so loud we 
pissed off the entire newsroom 
(sorry guys). I remember Ry-
an’s butt-naked errands around 
the basement. I remember 
those moments of complete 
fatigue and hysteria (we were 
so “good public”). I remember 
choosing our new staff until the 
early hours of the day after two 
intense weeks of tryouts. I re-
member the pizza and the veg-
gie trays, the movie nights in 
the parking lot, the comfortable 
but smelly couches, the electro-
cuting tables, the late and long 
meetings, the many times I was 
“lost in translation” and so on.
I remember Sara, Peter, 
Bruno, Dani, Bryant, Mary, 
Danielle, Peyton, Jeff, Trent, 
Shannon, Thomas, Corey, 
Lawrence, Ryan, Tamir, Elisa-
beth, Allen, Andrew, Pu, Zach, 
Marisa, Jorge, Demi, Andrea 
and so many more! I remem-
ber Eli, the giant, always there 
even in the latest hours.
I will also remember all 
of the designers, the writers, 
the copy editors, the comic 
artists, the sports writers, the 
life and arts kids, the opin-
ionators and you, Doug. We 
all worked so hard to get that 
paper out everyday, and I 
sometimes honestly thought 
we would not make it. But we 
did, without exception, be-
cause the Texan is full of tal-
ented and dedicated people.
I will remember all of you 
guys and I will miss you a lot! 
I wish you all the best of luck.
Thanks for making me 
grow both as a person and as 
a photographer. And thank 
you for offering me a home 
when mine was so far away.
-30-
Fanny Trang, from Brussels, 
Belgium, starting in spring 2010 
as a staff photographer. She has 
been a senior photographer and 
an associate photo editor.
Editor’s Note: Hayley 
Fick was appointed as The 
Daily Texan’s first digital 
director, a new position 
created to guide The Daily 
Texan in reaching beyond 
the range of its news boxes 
and creating an interac-
tive, supplemental and 
share-worthy experience 
for readers online through 
our website and various so-
cial media outlets. Fick is a 
sophomore public relations 
major and has previously 
held the positions of senior 
web staff and associate 
web editor.
In digital media there are 
more questions than an-
swers. There are no maps 
or compasses and very few 
precedents. I have to rely 
heavily on my own judg-
ment and often times write 
the rule book as I go. 
It’s very much like the 
feeling I get when I’m 
driving in the middle of 
the night. When the city 
streets are desolate and 
the steady stream of traf-
fic I’m used to floating 
along in disappears, para-
noia creeps up on me. No 
matter how familiar I am 
with the road or how well 
I am following the posted 
signs, with no cars to trail 
behind I get this anxious 
feeling in the pit of my 
stomach that I’m in the 
wrong lane or I turned the 
wrong direction.
As digital director this 
uncertainty is hardly irra-
tional. At any given time 
there are nearly 20,000 
cops (read: Twitter follow-
ers) watching my every 
move and tricky intersec-
tions that seem nothing 
like the ones I learned 
about in driver’s ed. Luck-
ily I’ve had plenty of kind 
streetlights in my life to 
guide me along the way.
There is also a certain 
freedom to the open road. 
The roadblocks of funding 
and convention that exist 
in print are removed from 
the digital highway. 
This semester, the web 
department has gotten a 
few tickets for excessive 
speed (read: retweets), fail-
ure to yield right of way 
(read: not knowing when to 
stop live tweeting) and bro-
ken tail lights (read: minor 
malfunctions with our new 
website.) We should prob-
ably have a sign on our car 
that says “Student Driver,” 
but even though we’re still 
learning we will never use 
that as an excuse. 
Since 1900, The Daily 
Texan has never used the 
age of its staff as an excuse 
for being anything less than 
excellent, and this philoso-
phy extends beyond the 
rich history of the printed 
pages. Hold us to the same 
standards you would hold 
any other driver to and feel 
free to honk at us when we 
cut you off.
It has been such a privi-
lege to test out the wheels 
on our new website that 
has been redesigned in a 
responsive format to al-
low readers to get their 
news seamlessly on a vari-
ety of devices. I can’t wait 
to get back on the road 
next semester when I re-
turn as digital director, but 
everyday I’m logging the 
quirks our car has because 
I know my position is more 
than just a product of the 
times. I may be the first, 
but I surely will not be the 
last digital director of The 
Daily Texan.
Thank you for being pa-
tient with us. I hope you 
buckle up and come along 
for the ride.
By Hayley Fick
First digital director
learns tools of trade By Fanny Trang
Senior photographer finds home away from home
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in 2005 and a national title 
game appearance in 2009, 
the Longhorns have posted 
a 21-16 record over the last 
three seasons.
The Longhorns (8-4) will 
face Oregon State (9-3) in the 
Valero Alamo Bowl on Dec. 29.
“Coach Brown restored 
Texas’ winning tradition,” 
Powers continued. “He em-
bodies the Texas character, is 
a superb ambassador for The 
University of Texas, and runs 
a program that is both win-
ning and clean, a program 
that all alumni and fans can 
and should be proud of.”
Powers isn’t the only one 
to publicly voice support for 
Brown. Prominent UT boost-
er Red McCombs told The 
Daily Texan last Wednesday 
he did not anticipate Brown 
leaving any time soon.
“I think we’ve been 
blessed to have Mack Brown 
as our coach,” McCombs 
 said over the phone. “I expect 
him to be the coach for many 
years. In any event, if he were 
to leave the coaching job, I’d 
expect that to be his preroga-
tive and not somebody else’s. 
Any reports to the contrary 
are unfounded.”
Brown, who made $5.3 
million this year, agreed to a 
contract extension last year 
through 2020. If he were to be 
fired before Dec. 31, his buy-
out would cost $3.5 million. 
At the end of 2014, he would 
be owed $2.75 million, $2.25 
million at the end of 2016 and 
$2 million at the end of 2017.
“Mack cares about the 
young men on the team as 
people , students, and as 
players, in that order, and he 
models the kind of leader-
ship that will serve our play-
ers for the rest of their lives,” 
Powers wrote. “I look for-
ward to watching this young 
team win the Alamo Bowl 
and continue to grow in the 
seasons to come.”
that want an original dress.
“When they can say it was 
made for me, they feel special,” 
Bennett said. “It’s all about 
having this individuality, cus-
tom piece, one of a kind expe-
rience that’s what I deal with.”
He showcased his designs 
in the textile and apparel 
independent studies course 
Thursday evening. He said 
the most important thing 
for a designer is to stay true 
to their brand when they de-
sign their collections. He has 
a tattoo of a needle with red 
thread on his left hand ring 
finger as a reminder. He said 
the red thread means consis-
tency throughout the brand.
“Identify your style and 
stick to it. It might change 
a little. Adapt, but stay with 
it because that is your iden-
tity,” Bennett said.
Ockhee Bego, Bennett’s 
fashion design lecturer, said 
it gives her great pleasure to 
teach Bennett because they 
communicate well.
“He and I understand very 
well the business aspect, to 
the artistic aspect, to the 
technical things,” Bego said.
English junior Ali Bass, 
Bennett’s assistant, said the 
job entails something new 
and different every day.
“[Bennett] is a ball of ener-
gy, and he has a million ideas 
and he’s all over the place, yet 
somehow he is so driven that 
he gets it all done,” Bass said.
Bennett will debut his 
Fall 2013 Resort collection 
in January, and will travel to 
four cities by March to exhibit 
the designs. He is also work-
ing on a luggage collection 
that will be launched in the 
spring. Bennett is also look-
ing to open a factory on the 
east side of Austin so he can 
have complete control of the 
production of the garments.
ROSS
continues from page 1
MACK
continues from page 1
Awards Night 
Disney Sports Spirit Award 
Nate Boyer - Texas
Davey O’Brien Award
Top Quarterback
Johnny Manziel - Texas A&M
Doak Walker Award
Top Runningback
Moutee Ball - Wisconsin
Maxwell Award
Best All-Around
Manti Te’o, Linebacker 
Notre Dame
Biletnikoff Award 
Top Receiver
Marqise Lee - USC
 This Friday, the No. 3 
Longhorns will get to face yet 
another familiar opponent. 
In round 3 of NCAA tour-
nament play, Texas will play 
host to No. 14 Florida on Fri-
day night at 7 p.m. in Gregory 
Gym. With a win, the Long-
horns will play either Wichita 
State or USC at 8 p.m. on Sat-
urday in Gregory. USC and 
Wichita State will play at 5 
p.m. Friday afternoon. 
At the beginning of the sea-
son, the Longhorns swept the 
Florida Gators on the road 
in University Park, Pennsyl-
vania, as part of the Nike Big 
Four Volleyball Classic.
“It will be a battle,” Texas 
head coach Jerritt Elliott said 
of playing Florida in the tour-
nament this weekend. “It will 
be a challenge. We have to 
play great and in order to do 
that we will have to have the 
crowd here.”
The last time they met, 
Florida was always one step 
behind Texas, forcing the sets 
into extra points before Texas 
came away with the win. The 
two offenses had almost iden-
tical hitting averages with 
Texas turning in a clip of .313 
and Florida turning in one of 
.314. Texas had 49 kills and 
13 errors while Florida had 
51 kills and 13 errors.
The difference between 
the two teams, and what led 
to the Longhorn victory, was 
defense and serving. Texas 
claimed more points off of 
service aces and committed 
far fewer errors than the Ga-
tors. In addition, the Texas 
defense had slightly better 
blocking than Florida.
“We’re very focused on 
what Florida could do” Elliott 
said of preparing for a team 
he has already faced this year. 
“They progressed and got a 
lot better over the season, as 
did we. It will be a battle.”
All this week, the Long-
horns have been working on 
improving ball control in ad-
dition to tweaking defensive 
schemes to give them the edge 
this weekend and through out 
the rest of the tournament.
“We are one of the most 
physical teams in the coun-
try, but with your physicality 
we are not as good with ball 
control,” Elliott said. “We 
have got to be able to find that 
balance. We are using power 
to win games, while other 
teams are more controlled 
with the ball. We will see if our 
ball control and defense can 
get better.”
If the Longhorns can take 
care of business against the 
Gators, they will face the 
winner of the game between 
Wichita State and USC, 
played earlier Friday at 5 p.m. 
in Gregory.
To get to the Sweet 16, 
Wichita State defeated No. 11 
Kansas on the road in Law-
rence, Kan. in front of a sell-
out crowd. Though Kansas 
came out with the first set, the 
Shockers overwhelmed the 
Jayhawks on offense through 
the next three sets coming 
away with the 3-1 win.
USC swept Saint Mary’s 
College of California at home 
in Los Angeles to earn its spot 
in the Austin regional semifi-
nal this weekend. St. Mary’s 
put up resistance in the first 
set, forcing extra points. 
However, they fell easily in 
sets two and three to give the 
Trojans their fifth sweet 16 
appearance in seven years. 
Texas will have some in-
sight into USC’s game play 
if they should meet in the 
round of eight Saturday 
evening. Before coming to 
Texas, Elliott served on the 
volleyball staff for the Trojans 
for six seasons, his final two 
as interim head coach before 
the arrival of current head 
coach Mike Haley. 
“That is fantastic to be 
home,” Elliott said of hosting 
the regional semifinals and 
of the upcoming matches. 
“It provided us some routine 
to be able to stay at home, it 
helped us this week, but most 
of all it is good because of 
the fans ... It’s going to come 
down to a few points. We’re a 
confident bunch and we be-
lieve in what we can do.”
10 SPTS
Christian Corona, Sports Editor 
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Jerritt Elliott has been a 
constant presence in Gregory 
Gym for the past 12 years. 
Along with swimming head 
coach Eddie Reese, Elliott 
is one of the only coaches 
on campus whose team has 
consistently performed at or 
above expectations. 
“You just got to find a way 
to play just a little bit better 
than the other team,” Elliott 
said. “You just got to find a 
way to win. You can’t look too 
far ahead, you got to live in 
the moment.”
His record speaks for itself. 
Elliot holds a 266-75 record as 
the head coach at Texas over 
11 years. Texas has finished its 
season in the Top 10 each of the 
last six seasons. The Longhorns 
have been to numerous NCAA 
tournament matches and have 
advanced as far as the champi-
onship match in 2009, which 
was lost in five sets to Penn 
State. In 2009, Elliott led the 
Longhorns to an almost un-
defeated season with the only 
loss during the regular season 
against Iowa State.
“Experience,” Elliott said of 
what aids him most as a head 
coach. “When I look back, to 
when [women’s athletic direc-
tor Chris Plonsky] hired me 
here at 32 years old and all that 
I’ve learned.”
He has led Texas to five Big 
12 Championships including 
back-to-back titles in 2011 and 
2012. Elliott has coached five 
eventual Big 12 Players of the 
Year, including the last four re-
cipients which includes current 
sophomore outside hitter Hal-
ey Eckerman who was recently 
named the 2012 recipient of 
the award.
Elliott is also considered to 
be one of the best volleyball re-
cruiters in the country. As the 
head coach of the Longhorns, 
Elliott has brought in six top-
two recruiting classes which 
includes the 2012 and 2011 
recruiting classes. Only one of 
Elliott’s classes was not ranked. 
His 2011 class, which included 
Eckerman and middle blocker/
outside hitter Khat Bell, was 
the top class in the country.
What makes a good coach 
is the ability to push a team 
to victory while maintaining 
morals and a set of standards 
both on and off the field. El-
liott was brought to Texas to 
do just that. His mission was 
to restore Texas Volleyball to 
a national name and bring 
home victories. 
“Jerritt has strengthened 
and re-energized our vol-
leyball program since his ar-
rival,” Plonsky said when 
Elliott’s contract was extended. 
“He came to Texas at a point 
where the volleyball program 
needed to be re-seeded in ev-
ery way. Jerritt and his staff 
have elevated our volleyball 
program nationally.
Though he has yet to win a 
national championship while 
at Texas, it is only a matter of 
time. While the head coach at 
Southern California, Elliott re-
cruited classes that went on to 
earn national titles in 2002 and 
Horns battle-tested for Gators
By Sara Beth Purdy
By Sara Beth Purdy
Zachary Strain | Daily Texan Staff
The Longhorns practice in Gregory Gym to prepare for Friday’s match up against the Florida Gators in round 3 of the NCAA tourna-
ment. Texas defeated Florida 3-0 on the road during the regular season back in August. 
Zachary Strain 
Daily Texan Staff
Head coach 
Jerritt Elliott 
watches his 
team get ready 
to face Florida 
in Friday night’s 
NCAA round 3 
match. Elliott 
is in his 12th 
year as the 
Longhorns’ head 
coach and holds 
a 266-75 record 
while at Texas. 
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Winter Basketball Games 
to Look Forward To
Dec. 19
Men vs. North Carolina 
8 p.m. - Austin 
Dec. 22 
Men vs. Michigan State 
1 p.m. - Michigan 
Jan. 5
Men vs. Baylor 
1 p.m. - Waco
Dec. 20
Women vs. Cornell 
2 p.m. - Austin 
Jan. 5
Women vs. Oklahoma
12:30 p.m. - Austin 
Jan. 13
Women vs. Oklahoma State 
11:30 a.m. - Austin 
Elliott coaches Longhorns to 11th NCAA
“What a truly 
inspiring story by 
Nate Boyer. So 
thankful for men 
and women like him 
that protect and 
keep our country 
safe #CFBAwards.”
Johnny Manziel
@JManziel2
TOP TWEET
ELLIOTT continues on page 12
For the first time in four 
years, the Longhorns have 
started 5-0. With this new 
feat comes momentum. 
Texas goes into its win-
ter schedule with one thing 
in mind — focus. The team 
is young and there’s a lot to 
improve on, which is often 
hard with an inexperienced 
team. However, as her sea-
son progresses, head coach 
Karen Aston will work to 
strive for the best.
The Longhorns will face 
big-time opponent UCLA 
this Saturday in the MD 
Anderson Proton Therapy 
Showcase in Houston. The 
game, which will be played 
in Reliant Stadium, is the 
one of the most anticipated 
of this season. The last time 
these two teams faced off, 
in 2004,Texas lost a heart 
breaker, 63-60. As the Long-
horns face off against the 
No. 19 Bruins, they will 
be looking for their sixth 
straight win.
Through these past five 
games, the team has learned 
to come together and the 
players have gotten more 
comfortable with each oth-
er. Junior Ashley Roberts 
thinks her guards are start-
ing to mesh as a team and 
work off each other’s skills.
“I think we are getting 
more comfortable with each 
other,” Roberts said. “We’re 
moving the ball a lot more 
and that’s why we’re getting 
more assists each game.”
With this newfound com-
fort comes more discipline 
and focus. That is one part 
of the game Aston is trying 
to push, especially with the 
long season ahead of them. 
However, many players are 
stepping up to their roles on 
the team.
“It’s very hard to keep the 
team as focused because we 
a have a lot of young play-
ers and they lose their fo-
cus quite often,” Aston said. 
“I’m really proud of Ashley 
from that standpoint be-
cause I can see she is start-
ing to get more comfortable 
in our system and her matu-
rity is going to help us down 
the stretch.”
The Longhorns have 10 
games between now and 
Jan. 14 when classes re-
sume at UT. Those games 
include notable opponents, 
such as Tennessee and 
Iowa, along with the start of 
conference play.
Texas will face Iowa State 
for its first Big 12 game on 
Jan. 2 in Ames, Iowa. After 
a disappointing 8-10 con-
ference schedule last sea-
son, the Longhorns look to 
dramatically improve. For 
the past two years, the team 
has had a losing record in its 
conference as it faced some 
of the best teams in the 
country. This year the Long-
horns attempt to get back 
on the winning path with a 
sense of urgency.
Coming out of the start-
ing tip off fast and strong is 
a vital key for the Longhorns 
as they go into their winter 
part of the season. They have 
lead all of their games this 
season after the first half and 
held their opponents to lim-
ited numbers. Keeping this 
strong lead will help them 
seal hard victories over the 
course of the year.
“I’ve been continually 
impressed with how our 
team has started 
games,” Aston said. 
“I really love teams 
that are ready to 
play when the tip 
happens and I’m a 
big believer in set-
ting a tone in the 
first four or five min-
utes of a game. I’m im-
pressed with how we’ve 
done that.”
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He faced allegations that he 
received impermissible bene-
fits to pay for out-of-state trips 
earlier this year. He came into 
this season with extremely high 
expectations but began the year on 
the bench while the NCAA investi-
gated those allegations.
Sound familiar?
It does for UCLA freshman guard 
Shabazz Muhammad, who missed the 
Bruins’ first three games this year and 
paid back $1,600 for accepting payment 
for unofficial visits to Duke and North 
Carolina while he was still in high school.
Texas sophomore point guard Myck 
Kabongo, on the other hand, is still be-
ing investigated by the NCAA, which 
is looking into whether an agent paid 
for a trip to Cleveland during the 
offseason. He has missed each of the 
Longhorns’ eight games this year and 
his void has been sorely noticeable.
The Longhorns committed 21 turn-
overs in a 64-41 loss to No. 15 George-
town during Tuesday night’s Jimmy 
V Classic at New York City’s Madison 
Square Garden. They set Rick Barnes-
era lows for points (41) and field goal 
percentage (29.2) in the loss. Kabongo’s 
replacement, freshman Javan Felix, 
scored four points on 1-for-9 shoot-
ing while committing five turnovers on 
his own.
“In a 40 minute game not everything 
is going to go well,” Barnes said. “I have 
to do a better job of helping them un-
derstand — they don’t understand what 
goes into losing. If you understand the 
will to win then you won’t make the 
same mistakes over and over again.”
Muhammad, who scored 15 points 
in his UCLA debut, a 78-70 loss to that 
same Georgetown team, was the No. 1 
recruit in the class of 2012, according to 
rivals.com. He is one of many talented 
players on the Bruins’ roster, but UCLA, 
like Texas, currently sits at 5-3.
The Bruins and Longhorns will 
square off on Saturday at 4:15 p.m. at 
Reliant Stadium in Houston as part 
of the MD Anderson Proton Therapy 
Showcase. UCLA’s and Texas’ women’s 
basketball squads face each other to 
kick off the event with a game that tips 
off at 1:30 p.m.
While the Longhorns have struggled 
offensively, averaging just 61.9 points 
per game and committing 19.1 turn-
overs per game, the eighth-most in the 
country, their defensive numbers are 
stellar. Texas is allowing only 56.8 points 
per game, the 25th-fewest in the nation, 
and is holding opponents to 32 percent 
shooting from the floor — the best mark 
by any Division I team.
Texas is a young team. Barnes has 
three freshmen in his starting lineup — 
Felix, Cameron Ridley and Demarcus 
Holland — with Jaylen Bond nursing a 
foot injury and Sheldon McClellan, the 
team’s leading scorer at 16.8 points per 
game, coming off the bench.
But the Longhorns, whose schedule 
is unforgiving this month, may have to 
grow up fast.
MEN’S BASKETBALL
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The waiting game
NCAA yet to decide Kabongo’s fate
By Christian Corona Texas vs. UCLA
Date: Saturday
Time: 4:15 p.m.
Location: Houston
On air: ESPN
Texas vs. UCLA
Date: Saturday
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Location: Houston
On air: ESPN
Discipline, focus guide Texas into winter
By Garrett Callahan
RELAX
EXERCISE STUDY BREAKS
www.utrecsports.org
RELAXINGSTARTS HERE
Morgan Haenchen, we appreciate all of your
hard work and we wish you the best with all 
of your future endeavors!. 
ADVERTISING GRADUATE
of 2012!
to theCONGRATS
Moragan 
Haenchen
Advertising 
Student Manager
Connor Lammert
Freshman Forward
Chassidy Fussell
Junior Guard
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Sports writer says goodbye to Daily Texan 
By Lauren Giudice
Morgan Haenchen, we appreciate all of your
hard work and we wish you the best with all 
of your future endeavors!. 
ADVERTISING GRADUATE
of 2012!
to theCONGRATS
Moragan 
Haenchen
Advertising 
Student Manager
is now ac
cepting a
pplicatio
ns!
Texas sTudenT Television
POSITION
Staff Director
Productions Director
News Director
Sports Director
Marketing Director
Operations Director
Entertainment Director
Programming Director
Webmaster
Studio Supervisor
TEXASSTUDENTTV.COM
A resume is required with each application.  
You can pick up and turn in applications at 
the business office on the 3rd floor of the 
HSM or the Station Manager’s Office in 
4.106.  Applications are due on December 
11th, and the business office closes at 5 pm.  
Contact manager@texasstudenttv.com if 
you have any questions.
Deadline: December 11th 2012
Interested? Here’s what you do:
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.
       Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com
THE DAILY TEXAN
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REAL ESTATE SALES
120 Houses
THE PERFECT SPOT! Five min-
utes to campus, with pool, UT 
shuttle/Metro, shopping, park-
ing, gated patio.
Century Plaza Apts. 4210 Red 
River (512)452.4366
Park Plaza and Park Court 
Apts. 915 & 923 E. 41st St. 
(512)452.6518
V. I. P. Apts. 101 E. 33rd St. 
(512)476.0363
apartmentsinaustin.net 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
550 Licensed Child Care
WE WANT TO ADOPT! 
Happily married couple wish-
es to adopt a newborn baby 
through an Open Adoption.
All the choices are yours!
Please visit our website at: 
iheartadoption.org/kara.randy
or call us at 1-800-581-6131 
560 Public Notice
IT’S THE 
END OF THE 
WORLD
(but only as we’ve come to know 
it)! After the corrupt world eco-
nomic systems collapse, one 
unfathomably wise person 
prophesied by ALL major world 
religions will speak to every-
one. He will NOT come across 
as a religious fi gure. He does 
NOT want to be worshipped. He 
is inspiring people to wake up 
& realize that humanity is one 
huge (dysfunctional) family in 
desperate need of Justice, Shar-
ing, Love, & Peace; and to see 
that the people have the respon-
sibilty & power to build a beauti-
ful new world.
www.theemergence.org
EDUCATIONAL
610 Misc. Instruction
MEDICAL HYPNOSIS 
Test ANXIETY?
Writer’s BLOCK?
Oral Exam PANIC?
Learn to be calm-to better ac-
cess your analytic brain and 
memory at stressful times.
Appointments: 512-473-2037 
EMPLOYMENT
766 Recruitment
$5,500-$10,000 
PAID EGG DO-
NORS
SAT>1100, ACT>24, GPA>3.0 All 
Races. N/Smokers, Ages 18-27. 
Reply to: info@eggdonorcenter.
com
$5,500-$10,000 
PAID EGG DO-
NORS
All Races. N/Smokers. SAT>1100, 
ACT>24, GPA>3.0 Ages 18-27 
Reply to: Info@eggdonorcenter.
com
790 Part Time
GENERAL OFFICE CLERK Part-
time offi ce clerk needed for 
downtown lawfi rm. 1:00 to 
6:00p.m. M-F Send resume 
and salary requirements to 
jellison@w-g.com. 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEED-
ED Interested in working as a 
personal assistant? Available to 
work 2- 4 hours a day, for $350 
a week, from your home then 
send an email with your resume 
to Brian.ste99@gmail.com and 
you will have more information 
about the job. 
800 General Help Wanted
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers Needed In 
Austin. 100% FREE To Join! Click 
On Surveys.
BASIC HTML SKILLS needed to 
help me with my Search Engine 
Optimization campaigns. 
$18/Hr Learn more at http://
www.jphobbs.com/dailytexan.
htm 
810 Offi ce-Clerical
OFFICE ASSISTANT NEEDED 
Typical duties includes; pack 
shipments
supplies; track shipments; re-
ceive shipments and stock
Inventory; data entry; routing 
mail; QA Inspections.
Experience & profi cient in Quick 
Book, Excel and Word Applica-
tions. e-
Mail your resumes to tonystack-
desk@gmail.com. Interested 
Applicants
must be 21 yrs above. 
850 Retail
MEN’S FASHION Escalator, 
a contemporary men’s store, 
seeks an experienced sales as-
sociate for its store in down-
town Austin. Apply in person or 
online at info@escalatorstyle-
formen.com 512-236-0755 
870 Medical
Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line
www.123Donate.com
Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
FOR SALE
Sell Electronics
STOP GETTING 
ROBBED
for wireless service! Get un-
limited voice, text and data for 
$59.99 monthly. No contracts. 
No credit check. No deposit. 
Earn FREE service by referring 
others. WirelessDealOfTheYear.
com
790 Part Time790 Part Time790 Part Time
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HOUSING RENTAL
360 Furn. Apts.
DailyTexanClassi eds.com
every week
super tuesday 
COUPONS
clip and save!
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recyclerecycle
When Texas lost to Ala-
bama in the 2010 national 
championship game, I wasn’t 
even a Texas fan. I had ap-
plied to the university, but I 
casually watched the game 
hoping for a Longhorn win.
During the game, I re-
member seeing shots of the 
sea of fans in burnt orange 
and my dad said to me, “That 
could be you someday.”
In a few months, it would 
be. I chose to leave my 
home in California to find 
a new one in Austin. Texas 
was ranked fifth when I ar-
rived on campus in 2010.  
I’m sure other juniors 
empathize with me, but our 
three years of Texas football 
have been sub par. First, the 
embarrassing 5-7 season. 
Then, the more acceptable 
8-5. Now, Texas is at 8-4 
with hopes of increasing 
last year’s win total by one 
in the Alamo Bowl.
But this season was dif-
ferent for me. Rather than 
sitting in the stands like 
those students I watched 
on television, I sat in the 
press box as one of the foot-
ball beat writers for The 
Daily Texan.
No journalism class could 
have taught me all that I 
learned during this semes-
ter. While my four previous 
semesters at the Texan were 
valuable and brought me to 
this point, the football beat 
gave me a much better un-
derstanding of what it takes 
to be a sports writer and a 
tremendous amount of re-
spect for college athletes.  
Sports writing is com-
petitive and stressful, but 
being one of the football 
beat writers has been one 
of the most fulfilling expe-
riences of my college life. It 
has shown me the impor-
tance of having thick skin 
and standing by what you 
write. I’ve covered Texas 
volleyball, soccer, men’s 
swimming and diving and 
spring football. I’ve inter-
viewed Olympians, profes-
sional athletes and heard 
some incredible stories. I 
am grateful to my editors 
and the Texan for giving 
me those opportunities. 
However, my experience 
at the Texan has been much 
more than the football beat.
I took on the task of be-
ing a sports writer, general 
reporter and copy editor 
my first semester. I grew 
up so much during my 
first year at UT, mostly 
because of the Texan. My 
time with copy and news 
helped me immensely as 
a writer and directed me 
where I know I am sup-
posed to be: sports.  
While I belonged in the 
sports department, I also 
belonged in the Texan. I’ve 
worked in that dirty base-
ment my entire time at UT, 
and it has become a home 
for me and has given me 
some incredible friends 
along the way.
I want to thank my edi-
tors: Christian, Sameer, 
Trey, Will, Dan, Audrey 
and Lena. You have all 
shown me incredible sup-
port and understanding. 
My writing has improved 
drastically thanks to your 
guidance. Allie, Chris, 
Natasha, Nicole, Bobby 
and so many other great 
friends have made my 
experience at the Texan 
something I will remem-
ber forever.  
I have a tremendous 
amount of respect for ev-
eryone who works at the 
Texan. No one in that 
basement has to be there 
and the work that goes 
into each paper astounds 
me. Each day when I pick 
up a Texan I am always im-
pressed and proud.
There are so many 
things I will miss about 
the Texan — eating way 
too much Qdoba, Chris 
and Lauren’s press box ob-
servations, watching mov-
ies in the old sports office 
and I may even miss work-
ing desk until 2 a.m. 
I came to Texas from out 
of state with no friends. 
But when I walked into the 
Texan basement and ner-
vously picked up an appli-
cation, I wasn’t just sign-
ing up for an experience. I 
was also entering a broth-
erhood with some truly 
amazing people. Though 
the Longhorns have been 
a disappointment during 
my two and a half years 
in Austin, my time at the 
Texan is something I will 
be forever thankful for.
And as for Texas foot-
ball, maybe next year.
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Lauren Giudice started at 
The Daily Texan in fall 2010 
as a general reporter, sports 
writer and copy editor. She 
is now a senior sports writer. 
Chassidy Fussell
Junior Guard
ELLIOTT
continues from page 10
2003 after he left for Texas. 
During his first year as the 
interim head coach with the 
Trojans, and his first sea-
son as a college-level head 
coach, Elliott posted a 13-5 
conference record, the best 
finish by a first year coach in 
conference history. 
“There is just so many 
things that go on as head 
coach,” Elliott said. “But 
the most important thing 
is managing players and 
making sure they are in 
a good frame of mind 
and making sure they 
are competitive.”
He has a history of culti-
vating phenomenal volley-
ball players. Elliott recruit-
ed and coached Destinee 
Hooker, 2012 U.S. Olympic 
Team member, and was con-
stantly touted as one of the 
best volleyball players in the 
world. He has produced 12 
All-Americans and 15 All-
Big 12 members.
Personally, Elliott is a four 
time AVCA Central Region 
Coach of the Year, four time 
Big 12 Coach of the Year, and 
two time Pac-10 Coach of 
the Year.
“What I’ve learned is that 
you can not look ahead, 
you got to take it one game 
at a time, that is what we 
have been talking about 
with the players,” Elliott 
said. “You can’t look too 
far head, you got to live in 
the moment.”
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ACROSS
 1 & 10 “Down, 
boy!”
15 Something that’s 
hardly fitting?
16 High-culture 
work
17 Crush, say
18 Drive home
19 Grp. organizing 
booster shots
20 Like some 
sweaters
22 Very insignificant
24 Have legs
25 Leather variety
28 Piranhas
31 No-goodnik
34 Model quality
36 “Paint the Sky 
With Stars” 
singer
37 “Written in the 
Stars” musical
38 Battle of good 
versus evil, e.g.
41 Like many 
batters
42 Neighbor of Lat.
43 Place to get 
clean
44 ___ legs
45 Western 
phenomena
47 Barrio kinsman
48 Very short note
50 Bogus
52 1990s girl group 
member with a 
tongue piercing
56 ___ dixit
60 Voiced 
admiration
61 They’re 
measured in 
55-Downs
63 Astrologer Dixon
64 Be extremely 
conspicuous
65 & 66 Like water 
that’s behind 
you?
DOWN
 1 “1st and 10” 
airer
 2 44-Across 
shade
 3 Doesn’t merely 
snack
 4 Lecture, say
 5 Whirl
 6 Capital along 
Interstate 15
 7 It forms a strong 
bond
 8 Topic de Freud
 9 Hungarian 
city that has 
hosted two 
World Puzzle 
Championships
10 “This Boy’s Life” 
author Wolff
11 “Not for me”
12 Not make a 
mistake on 
something
13 Land o’ blarney
14 Was like a bell
21 Like a bell
23 Drink brand with 
a polar bear 
mascot
25 Equipment for 
pentathletes
26 Eraser head?
27 1962 film 
starring Elvis 
Presley as a 
boxer
29 R&D locales: 
Abbr.
30 In droves
32 Estes was his 
1956 running 
mate
33 Once-faddish 
aerobics 
regimen
35 Apt to artifice
37 It’s always 
increasing
39 Turns sharply
40 Constellation 
animal
45 Tom of 
“Tomorrow”
46 What’s used for 
site-seeing?
49 The “you” in the 
lyric “I’ll see you 
in my dreams”
51 Heat source?
52 Korean liquor 
similar to sake
53 Either director 
of 2010’s “True 
Grit”
54 Nudge 
alternative
55 See 61-Across
57 Lumber
58 Hard punch
59 Toward the 
Atlantic, in 
Mexico
62 A ways away
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NEW YORK — Thanks to 
the election, socialism and 
capitalism are forever wed 
as Merriam-Webster’s most 
looked-up words of 2012.
Traffic for the unlikely pair 
on the company’s website about 
doubled this year from the year 
before as the health care de-
bate heated up and discussion 
intensified over “American 
capitalism” versus “European 
socialism,” said the editor at 
large, Peter Sokolowski.
The choice revealed 
Wednesday was “kind 
of a no-brainer,” he said. 
The side-by-side interest 
among political candidates 
and around kitchen tables 
prompted the dictionary folk 
to settle on two words of the 
year rather than one for the 
first time since the accolade 
began in 2003.
“They’re words that sort 
of encapsulate the zeitgeist. 
They’re words that are in the 
national conversation,” said 
Sokolowski from company 
headquarters in Springfield, 
Mass. “The thing about an 
election year is it gener-
ates a huge amount of very 
specific interest.”
Democracy, globalization, 
marriage and bigot — all 
touched by politics — made 
the Top 10, in no particular or-
der. The latter two were driven 
in part by the fight for same-
sex marriage acceptance.
Last year’s word of the year 
was austerity. Before that, it 
was pragmatic. Other words 
in the leading dictionary 
maker’s Top 10 for 2012 were 
also politically motivated.
Harken back to Oct. 11, 
when Vice President Joe 
Biden tangled with Mitt 
Romney running mate Paul 
Ryan in a televised debate 
focused on foreign policy — 
terror attacks, defense spend-
ing and war, to be specific.
“With all due respect, 
that’s a bunch of MALAR-
KEY,” declared Biden dur-
ing a particularly tough row 
with Ryan. The mention sent 
look-ups of malarkey soaring 
on Merriam-webster.com, 
Sokolowski said, adding: 
“Clearly a one-week wonder, 
but what a week!”
Actually, it was more like 
what a day. Look-ups of ma-
larkey represented the larg-
est spike of a single word on 
the website by percentage, 
at 3,000 percent, in a single 
24-hour period this year. 
The company won’t release 
the number of page views 
per word but said the site 
gets about 1.2 billion overall 
each year.
Malarkey, with the alterna-
tive spelling of “y’’ at the end, 
is of unknown origin, but 
Merriam-Webster surmises 
it’s more Irish-American than 
Irish, tracing it to newspaper 
references as far back as 1929.
Beyond “nonsense,” ma-
larkey can mean “insincere 
or pretentious talk or writ-
ing designed to impress one 
and usually to distract at-
tention from ulterior mo-
tives or actual conditions,” 
noted Sokolowski.
“That’s exactly what Joe 
Biden was saying. Very pre-
cise,” especially in conver-
sation with another Irish-
American, Sokolowski said. 
“He chose a word that reso-
nated with the public, I think 
in part because it really reso-
nated with him. It made per-
fect sense for this man to use 
this word in this moment.”
An interesting election-re-
lated phenom, to be sure, but 
malarkey is no dead Big Bird 
or “binders full of women” — 
two Romneyisms from the 
defeated candidate’s televised 
matchups with Obama that 
evoked another of Merriam-
Webster’s Top 10 — meme.
While malarkey’s history 
is shaded, meme’s roots are 
easily traced to evolutionary 
biologist Richard Dawkins, a 
Brit who coined the term for 
a unit of cultural inheritance, 
not unlike genes and DNA. 
The retired professor at the 
University of Oxford made 
up the word in 1976 for “The 
Selfish Gene,” a book he pub-
lished light years before the 
Internet and social media’s 
capacity to take memes viral.
Sokolowski said traffic for 
the word meme more than 
doubled this year over 2011, 
with dramatic spikes pegged to 
political-related subjects that 
included Romney’s Big Bird 
and binders remarks, social 
media shares of images pegged 
to Hillary Rodham Clinton 
texting and Obama’s “horses 
and bayonets” debate rebuke of 
Romney in an exchange over 
the size of the Navy.
Dawkins, reached at home 
in Oxford, was tickled by the 
dictionary shoutout.
“I’m very pleased that it’s 
one of the 10 words that got 
picked out,” he said. “I’m de-
lighted. I hope it may bring 
more people to understand 
something about evolution.”
The book in which he used 
meme for the first time is 
mostly about the gene as the 
primary unit of natural selec-
tion, or the Darwinian idea 
that only the strongest survive. 
In the last chapter, he said, he 
wanted to describe some sort 
of cultural replicator.
And he wanted a word that 
sounded like “gene,” so he took 
a twist on the Greek mimeme, 
which is the origin of “mime” 
and “mimesis,” a scientific 
term meaning imitation.
“It’s a very clever coinage,” 
lauded the lexicographer 
Sokolowski.
Other words in Merriam-
Webster’s Top 10 for 2012:
— Touche, thanks in part 
to “Survivor” contestant Kat 
Edorsson misusing the word 
to mean “tough luck” rather 
than “point well made,” before 
she was voted off the island in 
May. Look-ups at Merriam-
webster.com were up seven-
fold this year over 2011.
— Schadenfreude, made 
up of the German words for 
“damage” and “joy,” meaning 
taking pleasure in the misery 
of others, was used broadly 
in the media after the elec-
tion. Look-ups increased 75 
percent. The word in English 
dates to 1895.
— Professionalism, up 12 
percent this year over last. 
Sokolowski suspects the 
bump might have been due 
to the bad economy and 
more job seekers, or a know-
ing “glimpse into what quali-
ties people value.”
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How do you say goodbye? 
How do you walk up those 
stairs from the basement 
into the world and leave 
your friends and the peo-
ple you love and the work 
you’ve done nothing else 
but? How do you leave?
I don’t want to say, 
“Now, at last.” Because all 
I can muster is, “No, it’s 
too soon.”
I just want to sit with 
Elisabeth and Natasha on 
the Thinking Couch and 
talk about nothing. And 
everything. I want to slip 
back to the photo depart-
ment, and ask Andrew 
about his weekend and 
stand outside with him 
while he smokes. I want to 
lean on Doug and ask him 
if I can do it and what it 
all means.
I want Aaron to plop 
down next to me in a chair, 
snap his fingers and tell me 
a hell of a story. I want Ben 
to saunter in and distract 
me and tell me about why 
and who and how. I want to 
sit in the old Life & Arts of-
fice and talk about TV and 
eat Chinese food with Katie 
all day. I just want Amber 
to tell me one last time, “I 
think you would be good 
at this.”
Because missing it hurts. 
Missing it means it ended
I don’t want to miss it 
when Elyana sneaks in 
and tells it like it is. And I 
don’t want to miss seeing 
Lawrence and Guss sleep-
ing huddled on the couch, 
snoring. I don’t want to 
miss Riley’s stolen smiles 
and Matt’s mumble and Au-
drey running around on the 
tips of her feet.
Without Kristine, who 
will reassure me? Without 
Sarah-Grace, whom will I 
laugh with?
If I leave, will I ever know 
anyone as kind as Nicole? 
Or as gracious as Christian? 
Or as wise as Lena? If I don’t 
see Trey everyday, will I still 
feel his support?
Because it doesn’t make 
me sad to leave. It makes 
me sad that the memories 
I’ve made here will fade 
away with time. So I’ll print 
them here, so they live for-
ever, so I never forget.
Because I don’t ever want 
to forget working here.
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Aleksander Chan start-
ed working at The Daily 
Texan in spring 2011 as 
a Life & Arts staff writer. 
He has been Associate Life 
& Arts Editor, Life & Arts 
Editor, Associate Manag-
ing Editor and is now the 
Managing Editor.
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One of Austin’s highly 
regarded Christmas traditions 
has been suffering a slow and 
steady death over the past 
few years.
The Christmas lights dis-
played by the residents of 
West 37th Street once caused 
a festive glow that could be 
seen for blocks, but in recent 
years, the shine has seen a 
serious decline.
Former resident Jamie Lip-
man initiated what later be-
came a holiday cornerstone 
for Austinites in the ‘70s when 
he started putting up extrava-
gant light displays in his 37th 
Street yard. Eventually his 
neighbors caught on and col-
laboratively created what is 
perhaps the most exuberant 
citizen-run light display in 
the state.
However, Lipman has since 
respectfully resigned from 
his duties and moved away 
from 37th Street, and his ab-
sence has left a noticeable de-
cline in Christmas spirit and 
neighborly morale.
Carolyn Vo, a former UT 
student, was one Austinite 
who noticed the decline in 
holiday cheer on 37th Street. 
In 2011 she took it upon 
herself to reignite the once 
thriving tradition.
“I remember when it was 
at its peak, and it was really 
awesome,” Vo said. “People 
still decorate but it’s not 
the same.”
Vo hung flyers around the 
North University and Hyde 
Park neighborhoods urging 
people to contact her about 
revamping the light display. 
Almost everyone who saw 
the flyers agreed that the 
street needed to restore the 
holiday tradition.
Aside from one neighbor, 
most residents on the street 
gathered at a neighborhood 
home to discuss decorations 
for the approaching holiday 
season. Help was not hard to 
attain. Most people wanted to 
see the lights return to what 
they once were, although ac-
cording to Vo, that is an im-
possible task.
“There is no way in hell it’s 
going back to what it was,” Vo 
said. “It has to be different. I 
don’t think it’ll get back to its 
crazy heyday unless people 
start owning more houses.”
Vo cited one issue as the 
increasingly high level of rent-
ership on the street. Many of 
the 37th Street homes are now 
rented out annually by UT 
students, versus being owned 
by middle-aged residents who 
have more resources to ex-
travagantly decorate a lawn.
A steady stream of new 
residents who don’t know 
about the tradition has also 
played a part in the declining 
display, but many of them are 
catching on.
Current resident Tracee 
Sisoian moved to her 37th 
Street home earlier this 
year and will be spending 
her first holiday season as 
a part of the Austin custom 
this December. 
“I’m from Austin so I’m 
very familiar with it,” Sisoian 
said. “The young men who 
used to live over here, when 
they moved out they gave me 
a lot of their lights.”
Sisoian has already begun 
decorating her yard, although 
she said she has been prepar-
ing her display since June of 
this year.
Another new resident, Paul 
Underwood, has also begun 
preparations. His yard features 
two trees, one of which is con-
nected to a motion-activated 
sensor that triggers a light 
coordinated performance to 
the song “Jingle Bells.” He said 
his decorations are still far 
from complete. 
“So I’ve got 3,000 lights on 
right now, and I’m hoping to 
get up to about six or seven 
thousand when I’m done,” 
Underwood said.
Underwood is planning on 
what could be the most po-
litically-correct yard on 37th 
Street this year.
“I’m thinking about 
hooking up the other tree 
to play a Jewish song, like 
‘Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel,’” 
Underwood said. 
Yards as distinct as Un-
derwood’s non-secular ex-
travaganza are the trademark 
of the 37th Street display. 
According to Vo, the spec-
tacle on 37th Street is more 
than a conglomeration of 
generic inflatables and store- 
bought decorations.
“It’s very interactive and fun,” 
Vo said. “It’s so neat because it’s 
local. It’s not just, like, stupid 
inflatable air balloons. It’s some 
of the craziest, most elaborate 
creations I’ve ever seen.”
Vo is not alone in her de-
sire to see the street carry on 
the tradition. Through her ef-
forts and the involvement of 
her neighbors, the miracle on 
37th Street will remain for the 
time being. 
There is no specific start 
and end date for the display, 
but many residents are in the 
process of setting up lights 
now. The lights on 37th Street 
can be expected to be in full 
swing next week. 
By Hannah Smothers
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Relighting 37th Street
Farewell! This is Pop 
Index’s  nal judgment.
“Mad Men.”
Another season of 
transcendance.
“Call Me Maybe.”
No one is better 
than this Canadian 
masterpiece. 
“Argo.”
Who would have 
thought Ben Aﬄ  eck 
would become a 
master director?
Gillian Flynn’s 
“Gone Girl.”
A stirring thriller whose 
pleasure is just short of 
not being guilty.
Austin celebrity 
sightings. Ryan! 
Natalie! Michael 
Fassbender?
PSY’s overrated 
“Gangham Style.” 
Lindsay Lohan in 
“Liz & Dick.” Not 
so- bad-it’s-good, 
just so, so bad.
The national nightmare that is 24th St. 
Ming’s Cafe closing. 
We miss their chicken 
fried rice dearly.
Illustration by Ploy Buraparate | Daily Texan Staff 
Texas alumna 
revives holiday 
lights display 
run by citizens
By Aleksander Chan
Managing editor reflects on years in basement
-30-
Hispanics became the larg-
est minority group on four-year 
college campuses in 2011, but 
have been the largest minor-
ity group on the University of 
Texas at Austin campus since 
fall 2006. UT’s Hispanic en-
rollment rate surpasses the 
national rate by almost 5 
percent. The University’s per-
centage of bachelor degrees 
awarded to Hispanics is double 
the national percentage. Some 
Hispanics who come to UT are 
first generation students who 
experience struggles, but aca-
demic, scholarship and social 
programs help encourage these 
students to graduate.
Nationally, Hispanics rep-
resented 15 percent of four-
year college students in 2010 
but only 8.5 percent of the de-
grees awarded in 2010 were 
to Hispanic students. At UT, 
Hispanic students represented 
almost 18 percent of all UT stu-
dents in 2011 and 17 percent 
of the degrees awarded in the 
2010-2011 academic year went 
to Hispanics.
In this video piece, we take 
a portrait of the Hispanic stu-
dent community at UT, as 
some Hispanic students share 
their opinions about their pre-
carious collegiate status. 
Marisa Vasquez | Daily Texan Staff
MULTIMEDIA
See video at: bit.ly/dt_hispanic
-30-
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Moleskines 
For students and the  
aspiring writers in your life 
Price: $12-$19
Where: Toy Joy, Book 
People or moleskineus.com
The Moleskine is the 
way to take notes and be 
classy and the notebook 
fits easily in any bag or 
hand. It is perfect for the 
college student who is 
always running late, or the 
creative type who wants 
maximum street cred.
          —Bobby Blanchard
A premium iPhone case  
from Kate Spade or Jack Spade
For your brother or sister in need of a style upgrade 
Price: $40
Where: katespade.com or jackspade.com 
Your phone is as much an accessory as a belt or a 
purse — these luxe cases provide that extra little flair.  
              —Aleksander Chan
Coolhaus ice cream sandwiches  
For anyone with taste buds 
Price: $5 per sandwich
Where: food truck located at 6th & Waller
It may be December, but until it dips below 80 
degrees, it’s still ice cream weather, and Coolhaus 
is bound to impress with its tailor-made ice cream 
sandwiches, made from eclectically-flavored 
cookies and ice cream. Cookie flavors include the 
traditional snickerdoodle and chocolate chip, not to 
mention the delicious potato chip & butterscotch, 
while ice cream flavors ranging from vanilla to 
chicken and waffles and Maker’s Mark pecan pie 
make for a wide variety of combinations.
                                                          —Alex Williams
Ariat boots  
For your favorite Texan (or Texas transplant) 
Price: $150-$300 
Where: Allens, 1522 S. Congress Ave.
Boots are not a fashion bandwagon; they are a lifestyle. 
This holiday season presents the perfect opportunity to 
win over someone special with 10 pounds of cowhide. 
Allens Boots, a local Austin store on South Congress, 
boasts an expansive collection of name-brand boots to 
choose from. 
       —Stuart Railey
Mushroom Kit
For wannabe farmer friends 
Price: $20
Where: the Sustainable Food Center Farmers Market at 400 W. Guadalupe St. on 
Saturdays and at 5315 Ed Bluestein Blvd. on Tuesdays  
100th Monkey Mushroom Farm offers a grow-your-own gourmet mushroom kit that can 
be used right on the kitchen counter. Options include shiitake, elm oyster, pink oyster 
and pioppino mushrooms. The mushrooms are easy to grow, local and sustainable.  
                        —Kelly Eisenbarger
Epoch Coffee 
gift card
For the caffeine addict  
in your life
Price: any denomination 
Where: Epoch Coffee, 221 
W North Loop Blvd. 
Everyone has to endure 
a dreaded all-nighter 
once in a while and 
caffeine is sometimes 
the only way to get 
through it. Epoch is 
open 24 hours with free 
Wi-Fi and has some of 
the best coffee in town 
imported from all over 
the world. It also offers 
delicious pizza from East 
Side Pies.  
       —Shane Arthur Miller
Gift card for Rowing 
Dock rentals 
For outdoorsy and active friends
Price: $15-$200
Where: Rowing Dock, 2418 Strat-
ford Drive 
Kayaking on Lady Bird Lake is a 
great way to get outdoors and 
experience Austin in a different 
way. Rowing Dock offers gift cards 
which gives you access to kayaks, 
canoes and paddle-boards. 
                    —Helen Fernandez
Pre-assembled  
gingerbread house 
For anyone and everyone 
whose heart isn’t three 
sizes too small
Price: $18.99
Where: Central Market, 
4001 N. Lamar Blvd. 
Is $19 too much to pay for a 
pre-assembled gingerbread 
house? That depends, are 
you the Grinch?  Assembled 
in-house at the Central 
Market bakery and ready to 
be adorned with candy, these 
gingerbread houses provide 
you with an excuse to both 
buy bulk amounts of seasonal 
candy and wield an icing gun 
while drunk on eggnog.  
                 —Laura Wright
Adopt a pet  
from the Austin 
Animal Center
For anyone who isn’t  
allergic to pets
Price: $75 adoption fee; 
this includes the pet be-
ing spayed or neutered, 
vaccinated and it will go 
home with a collar, tag  
and microchip.
Where: Austin Animal 
Center, 7201 Levander 
Loop 
What better gift can any 
of us give during the holi-
day season than to give a 
home to an orphaned pet? 
    
           —Lindsey Cherner 
Blood 
For people in need
Price: free
Where: The Blood Center of Central 
Texas, 4300 N. Lamar Blvd. 
Want to give a gift that costs nothing more 
than a few minutes of your time but will 
mean the world to the recipient? Why not 
blood? The Blood Center of Central Texas 
won’t let you bag up and wrap your blood 
to put under the tree of a close friend or 
family member (yet), but it will make sure 
that it goes to somebody in need.
              —Robert Starr
Vintage art or photography book
For your kind of pretentious friend who 
likes old things and pretty pictures
Price: $30-$200
Where: South Congress Books, 
1608 South Congress Avenue 
 
South Congress Books specializes in used 
books a cut above the others — this is no 
Half Price Books. There are a plethora of 
rare, collectible and even out of print books 
to choose from, but the coffee table art and 
photography books are extra beautiful.  
Who doesn’t love a giant picture book? 
                            —Sarah-Grace Sweeney
All natural, handmade  
olive oil soap
For all ages, anyone who enjoys being clean 
Price: $5 per bar 
Where: austin-essentials.com or at Lori 
Strong’s Austin Essentials booth on South 
Congress every first Thursday 
Lori Strong’s handmade olive oil soaps  
come in a wide array of scents, including 
manly scents for more masculine gift  
recipients. The soap is locally made without 
any artificial additives and is great for  
helping to combat dry winter skin.
     —Hannah Smothers
Tickets to Austin Ballet’s 
“The Nutcracker”
For significant others, parents, me 
Price: $12-$72. Student discount tickets 
for $10 available an hour before the show
Where to buy: balletaustin.org 
Nothing says Christmastime quite like 
Tchaikovsky’s classic. Nothing says “I 
should have stuck with those toddler 
ballet classes my mom made me go to” 
quite like seeing pretty ballerinas in 
whimsical costumes be more talented 
than you.
       —Alexandra Hart
Bucket of gourmet popcorn from Cornucopia
For friends or family who like to snack and don’t have braces 
Price: $20-$90
Where: Cornucopia, 1914 Guadalupe St. B next to Veggie Heaven 
Cornucopia offers more than 30 different flavors of popcorn to choose from and 3-4 
flavors per tin so you can accommodate everyone’s popcorn preferences. Whether you 
enjoy classic flavors or have a sweet tooth and want to try birthday cake or Christmas 
bark, there’s a popcorn flavor for everyone — it’s a popcorn connoisseur’s paradise. 
                            — Jasmin Carina Castanon
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Classy beer 
For your over 21 compadre 
Price: varies
Where: Austin Independence 
Brewery, 3913 Todd Lane 
Austin’s Independence Brewery has a wealth of 
great things going for it — taste-testing days, an 
“Oklahoma Suks” label, as well as being local — 
but  its Convict Hill Oatmeal Stout might be the 
best gift. Perfect paired with chocolate or vanilla 
ice cream, this dark stout with robust barley fla-
vors would make a great gift in a woodthumb.com 
wooden six-pack carrier.
                   —Kelsey McKinney
Crosley Portable  
Turntable
For music lovers 
Price: $149.95
Where: Breakaway 
Records, 211 W. 
North Loop Blvd. 
The gift of vinyl is  
the gift that keeps  
on giving. With this briefcase-sized record player, you can start a 
record collection and be spinning them at the party later that night. 
                                  —Ricky Stein
Box of multiflavored macaroons  
from Walton’s Fancy and Staple 
For friends or family with a serious sweet tooth
 
Price: $1.50 per macaroon
Where: Walton’s Fancy and Staple, 609 W. Sixth St.
Walton’s Fancy and Staple is an eccentric French-style 
cafe that makes vibrantly colored macaroons. They are the 
perfect combination of sweet and crispy. The buttery out-
side of the cookies melts in your mouth, while the creamy 
fillings contain just enough punch to flavor the little pastry 
without overpowering the subtlety of the cookie exterior.  
                —Olivia Arena
MoviePass subscription 
For the movie fanatic, an Oscar-worthy gift 
Price: $49-$359
Where: moviepass.com
MoviePass is a national movie theater membership offered in monthly, tri-monthly and 
yearly installments; it offers unlimited theater access for the term of its purchase. The pass 
is accepted for regular 2D showings at the Alamo Drafthouse South Lamar and Ritz, Regal 
Westgate and Metropolitan, and Tinseltown South, as well as many other theaters around 
the U.S. The pass is also accepted under my Christmas tree this year. Really though.
                          —Jorge Corona
Vinca jewelry  
For ladies young and old 
Price: $8-$106
Where: vincausa.com or 
these following Austin loca-
tions: Atown, Luxe Apothe-
tique, Creatures Boutique, 
Leighelana, The Burlap Bag 
or Solid Gold 
Vinca jewelry is an awe-
some combination of quirky 
designs like unicorns, 
mustaches, bears and teeth 
with precise laser-cut mate-
rials like acrylic, wood and 
leather. This jewelry is both 
edgy and girly but won’t 
break the bank. 
           — Elizabeth Williams
Neff cupcake beanie 
For younger siblings or goofy friends 
Price: $27.99
Where: Tyler’s, 2338 Guadalupe St.
A cupcake beanie is great for anyone who doesn’t take 
themselves too seriously and gets tired of the drab grays, 
dark blues and blacks of winter clothing. While not nec-
essary for Texas’ 80-degree winters, this warm, knit hat 
would be a colorful and sweet mood brightener for a cold weather winter vacation. 
                                          —Faith Ann Ruszkowski
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